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on a daily basis (but with a license that allows us to open until 2am for special events), with 
regular amplified music events, background music, and customer activity both inside and in our 
smoking area. 
 
We have never received a noise complaint from existing residents prior to this application, 
indicating that our current operations are compatible with the existing environment. 
 
The proposed residential units are immediately adjacent to our premises. Introducing noise-
sensitive residential dwellings in such close proximity to an established licensed premises 
creates a high risk of future noise complaints from residents. 
 
I draw your attention to the 'Agent of Change' principle, as enshrined in the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF Paragraph 187). This principle places the responsibility for mitigating 
noise impacts on the developer of the new noise-sensitive development. It is vital that our 
established business is not put at risk of restriction or closure due due to the introduction of 
new residential neighbours. 
 
If future residents were to find our established, lawful operations a nuisance, my business 
could face significant legal and licensing challenges (e.g., noise abatement notices, licence 
reviews), threatening its ability to trade and potentially leading to its closure. 
 
Inadequate Noise Impact Assessment and Mitigation: 
 
There does not appear to be a comprehensive noise impact assessment submitted with this 
application that adequately considers the acoustic environment created by our established 
licensed premises. Such an assessment, fully compliant with the 'Agent of Change' principle 
and relevant British Standards, is essential to determine if an acceptable standard of amenity 
can be achieved for future residents without unduly restricting our business. 
 
Loss of a Valuable Community Asset: 
 
Our pub contributes significantly to the local economy, provides local employment, and serves 
as an important community hub. Allowing a development that puts this established business at 
risk would result in a loss of valuable local amenity. 
 
Therefore, I respectfully request that the Local Planning Authority either refuses this application 
or imposes extremely robust and enforceable conditions on any approval to ensure that the 
noise mitigation measures are genuinely effective and fully protect my long-established 
business from future nuisance complaints. This should be explicitly secured through the 
application of the 'Agent of Change' principle. 
 
I urge you to take these concerns into full account when determining this application. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 Piries Bar 

 
Kind regards  

  

Telephone:  
 

 

Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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