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extraordinary total of 12 bat species were recorded here in late 2025, particularly notable 
given that the UK has only 18 bat species in total. 
 
The western barbastelle bat is an elusive, strictly nocturnal species that specializes in foraging 
for insects in darkness, favouring dark, sheltered habitats-the very habitats at this location and 
immediately affected by any development. The introduction of street lighting and domestic 
lighting associated with new housing would remove the dark conditions this protected, light 
averse species requires, effectively rendering the area non habitable for Barbastelle. 
Mitigation solutions are not possible in this location due to its already small footprint, and the 
proposed scheme is incompatible with the habitat the Barbastelle occupies.  
 
Given the presence of a European Protected Species and the exceptional diversity of bat 
species recorded, the proposed development would result in unavoidable and permanent 
harm through habitat loss, fragmentation, and light pollution. With an increase of street and 
household lighting feasible mitigation or compensation that would maintain the site's 
ecological integrity could not be successful. The proposal fails to meet the requirements of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, national planning policy, and 
relevant local planning policies.  
 
On this basis, the development should be refused 
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