


2

If that powerful case is proved [that councillors capitulated to political pressure and were denied 
the information necessary for informed decision-making], then the Council risks leaving itself 
vulnerable and exposed - especially to a Judicial Review in any future Local Plan process. 
The context has now fundamentally changed. The Duty to Cooperate has been abolished.; Water 
Neutrality requirements have been removed, and a new Planning Inspector has been appointed. 
The pressures used to rush West of Ifield into the Local Plan no longer apply - nor should they. 
This creates an obligation to now do things properly and democratically. 
Horsham District Council must be given the opportunity to reconsider its December 2023 vote, free 
from political pressure and armed with the full evidence required to make an informed and 
democratic judgement. Anything less will risk repeating the same procedural failure. 
The forthcoming 'exploratory' procedural meeting on February 26th - livestreamed - is therefore 
pivotal. The new Inspector must examine not just whether West of Ifield can proceed, but how and 
why it was inserted within the Local Plan in first place, and whether the process that led to its 
inclusion was sound and legally compliant. 
Public confidence in planning depends not on speed, but on integrity. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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