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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
AiDASH UK Ltd (‘AiDASH’) was commissioned by TILCo Limited to undertake a Biodiversity Net 
Gain (BNG) assessment of land at Slinfold located at Slinfold, OS grid reference TQ 11800 30600 
and denoted by the red line boundary as shown in the Site Boundary Plan in Appendix A (the 
‘Site’). 

A planning application has been made to Horsham District Council to redevelop the Site. The 
proposed works consist of: a residential development, comprised of thirty-eight dwellings, 
backyards and roads (the ‘Proposed Development’). 

This full BNG report presents the assessment of the biodiversity baseline and the Proposed 
Development design to support the planning application. 

This report is accompanied by the following documents, which should be read in conjunction 
with this report: 

• A completed Statutory Metric; and 
• Plans of the biodiversity baseline and post development biodiversity. 

1.1. Project Description 
The Site is a former cattle-grazed pasture that has supported a public pathway since 2022. The 
Site is in an urban setting, surrounded by residential development, road, pasture and hedgerows 
as shown in Appendix B. 

1.2. Project Background 
As mentioned in Section 1.1, the Site was formerly used to graze cattle until January 2022, when 
a public pathway intersecting the field was introduced as an amenity. Such a timeline has been 
verified via email correspondence with West Sussex County Council opening the public path, 
dated aerial imagery and dated ground photography which have been included as substantiating 
evidence within Appendix C. This pathway was subject to regular management to demarcate it, 
with the residual allowed to grow to dense Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Bramble (Rubus 
fruticosus) and Willow (Salix sp.) scrub thickets. 

TILCo Limited actioned site-wide scrub clearing, which was carried out on the Site prior to the 
survey date, resulting in a loss of onsite biodiversity value ('degradation'). This action was 
purposefully undertaken to return the Site to its grazed state for the survey and will be 
maintained as such until the lodging of the planning application. AiDASH is operating under the 
client's direction that the Site's BNG condition on the day of the survey should be considered, 
given its pre-January 2022 condition. The pre-degradation habitat of the Site was considered to 
be comprised of Mixed scrub and Modified grassland habitats. 
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Section 2 below discusses an assessment of on-site activities regarding the site's baseline 
biodiversity. 

1.3. Legislation 
The Environment Act 2021 (HMSO, 2021) amended several acts requiring the majority of 
developments to achieve a net gain.  A minimum 10% net gain must be achieved and then 
secured for 30 years. 

Relevant legislation is detailed in Appendix D of this report. 

1.4. Scope of this Report 
This report presents the findings of a BNG assessment undertaken of the Site for the Proposed 
Development. This consists of:  

• A desk study to inform field survey and Statutory Metric calculations. 
• A field survey to determine the type (distinctiveness), condition of habitats within the 

Site. 
• A quantitative assessment of biodiversity losses and gains via a completed Statutory 

Metric. 
• A qualitative assessment of how the Proposed Development design meets the net gain 

target according to the Defra Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide (hereafter, the 
‘Defra User Guide’) (Defra, 2024) D ‘rules’, ‘principles’ and best practice guidance. 

• Conclusions of the assessment. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 
 

A full BNG assessment, consisting of a desk study and a field survey, was undertaken to inform 
the Statutory Metric calculation for this Site.    

2.1. Approach to Mapping 
Ecological features (e.g., statutory and non-statutory designated sites, habitats, and species, as 
relevant) have been mapped using the BNGAI™ platform, the BNGAI™ Field Application, and 
QGIS (Version 3.40 - Bratislava).  

The BNGAI™ platform references high resolution imagery of the Site, and OS data, as well as 
several publicly available and bespoke data layers. For a full list of data sources, please review 
Appendix E. 

2.2. Desk Study  
A desk study was undertaken using the BNGAI™ platform to inform the Statutory Metric by: 

• Identifying designated habitat records within 500 m of the Site, consisting of:  
o High and very-high distinctiveness; 
o Irreplaceable habitats; and 
o Other priority habitats2. 

• Identifying statutory designated sites for nature conservation within the Site; 
• Assisting the determination of the strategic significance of habitats on Site;  
• Pre-mapping habitats on Site to expedite the field survey; and 
• Where necessary, identifying habitats present on-Site prior to degrading activities taking 

place.  
 
In addition, desk studies included: 

• Identifying and evaluating other environmental information which may not be counted, 
may be counted in part, or counted in full for the purpose of this BNG assessment; 

• Identifying non-statutory designated sites for nature conservation through publicly 
available local plans; 

• Review of sources provided in Table 10 of the Defra User Guide in respect of assigning 
watercourse distinctiveness; 

• Review of publicly available information to guide the BNG evaluation of the Proposed 
Development (see Section 2.4 below); and 

• Review and inclusion of information supplied regarding offsite units, as applicable. 
 

 
2 Priority as defined broadly in Box 1 of the Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal, second edition, 
(CIEEM 2017) 
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2.4.3. Good Practice Principles 

The Good Practice Principles provide a holistic approach to the best use of the Statutory Metric 
to inform ecological assessment and design. These were evaluated in respect of this Proposed 
Development.  

2.4.4. Local Planning Policy Review 

The Horsham District Council and Sussex County Council planning pages were searched for 
specific guidance on BNG and policy considered relevant to biodiversity. The following sources of 
information were considered within the assessment: 

- Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure Planning Advice Note (Horsham District 
Council, 2022) 

- Horsham District Planning Framework (Horsham District Council, 2015) 

2.5. Assumptions and Limitations 

2.5.1. General 

While every effort has been made to produce the most accurate report for the Site, certain 
qualifying factors should be considered when presenting the results. Secondary data sources are 
the responsibility of the third-party supplier, and as such, we cannot guarantee their accuracy or 
currency. This includes both the national government data sets and locally sourced information. 

2.5.2. Baseline Biodiversity 

As outlined in Sections 1.2 & 2.3, the BNG assessment disregards the known degradation that has 
recently occurred on Site under the direction of the client's assertion that it accurately represents 
its previously grazed condition. However, recent machine clearing is not homogeneous with 
continued grassland maintenance through agricultural grazing and therefore, while materially 
similar, the actual condition of the survey date will not be analogous to that of pre-January 2022. 

2.5.3. Post development Biodiversity  

During the formulation of the BNG Plan, the following assumptions were considered realistic to 
be achieved upon review of the landscape strategy plan and its baseline habitat condition 
sheets: 

• Existing ‘Poor’ quality Other woodland: broadleaved will be enhanced to that of 
‘Moderate’ condition (except two sections of Habitat ID: 15). 

• Seeding in conjunction with established trees will develop three age classes, 
three levels of woodland regeneration, increase vertical structure and increase 
the number of native species. 

• Other woodland; broadleaved to be created contiguous with existing woodland to also 
be of ‘Moderate’ condition. 

• Similar management to the above, in addition to conventional woodland 
establishment. 

• Other woodland; broadleaved to be created not contiguous with existing woodland to be 
of ‘Poor condition. 
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• Existing Lowland mixed deciduous woodland to be enhanced to ‘Good’. 
• Seeding in conjunction with established trees will develop three age classes, 

three levels of woodland regeneration, increase vertical structure and increase 
the number of native species. 

• The clearing of small areas for the planting of additional native tree species will 
increase the presence of deadwood by virtue of leaving cleared trees in situ. 

• Management over the 30 year period will reduce nutrient enrichment. 
• An area of Other woodland; broadleaved and of Modified grassland, contiguous to 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland to be enhanced to ‘Poor’ condition. 
• Similar establishment and management to the above, albeit less intensive. 

• Created Mixed scrub to be created to ‘Moderate’ condition. 
• Sustainable drainage system to be created to ‘Good’ condition. 
• One Native hedgerow with trees habitat to be enhanced to ‘Good’ condition. 

• Contiguous Mixed scrub planting will eliminate horizontal and vertical ‘gappiness’ 
to pass baseline failed B1 & B2 criteria. 

• All individual trees will be small-sized and native species. 
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Evidence of the known recent site-wide scrub clearing was found on the Site, which is verified 
within the site photos provided in Appendix M. 

3.7. Proposed Design 
The Proposed Development’s Design (5675_111_B_Planning Layout) consists of a residential 
development with a sustainable drainage system that expands surrounding woodland and scrub 
habitats. 

The design is specified below for area and hedgerow habitats. Retained habitats can be seen in 
the Post Development Retained Habitats Plan, enhanced habitats in the Post Development 
Enhanced Habitats Plan, and created habitats in the Post Development Created Habitats Plan. 
These post development plans can be referred to in Appendix N. 

Tables Table 8 & Table 9 below detail the proposed retained, enhanced and created area and 
hedgerow habitats on Site, respectively, as well as habitat lost.
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3.8. Statutory Metric 
The Site generates a total of 12.24 area habitat units, 1.57 hedgerow units and 0 watercourse 
units at baseline. 

The Proposed Development generates a total of 13.48 habitat units, 2.89 hedgerow units and 0 
watercourse units. This provides a 10.18 % net gain in area habitats, 84.68 % in hedgerow 
habitats and NA % in watercourse units. 

See the Statutory Metric, which accompanies this report, for detailed information on the 
biodiversity units generated by the Site. 

3.9. Local Planning Policy Review 
Following a review of Horsham District Council and Sussex County Council planning guidance 
documents, the following local requirements were identified as being relevant to the Proposed 
Development’s BNG: 

- Policy 24: Environmental Protection (Horsham District Council, 2015) 
- Policy 31: Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity (Horsham District Council, 2015) 

It is considered that the development complies with the tenets of the policies above. 

3.10. Defra Rules 
The Defra ‘rules’ have been met. 

See Appendix O for further commentary. 

3.11. Defra Principles 
It is considered that the Defra ‘principles’ have been adequately demonstrated as proportionate 
to the scale of the Proposed Development. 

See Appendix P for further commentary. 

3.12. CIEEM/IEMA/CIRIA Principles 
It is considered that these have been adequately demonstrated as proportionate to the scale of 
the Proposed Development. 

Appendix Q presents a summary evaluation of actions undertaken by the developer and 
partners/stakeholders to meet the Good Practice Principles.
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4. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.1. Conclusions 
The Proposed Development delivers 13.48 Biodiversity Units from area habitats providing a 
10.18 % net gain, 2.89 Biodiversity Units from hedgerow habitats providing an 84.68 % net gain 
and 0 Biodiversity Units from watercourse habitats providing a NA % net gain. 

4.2. Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan 
A habitat management and monitoring plan will be required for the discharge of the biodiversity 
net gain condition and prior to construction for the Proposed Development to proceed. It is 
recommended that a consultant ecologist and landscape architect are engaged early to 
understand the requirements of the plan, confirm the feasibility of the plan, before then 
facilitating the production of the plan.   
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Appendix C January 2022 Site Evidence 



From: Nigel Bird <nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 24 January 2022 12:08 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Footpath 3782 Slinfold 

Dear Stuart, many thanks for confirming that the path is now open and available to the public. Our 
contractor has indicated that they will be on site tomorrow to flail along the route that has been 
marked out. 

Kind regards 

Nigel 

Nigel Bird
Countryside Access Ranger – Area 5
Rights of Way – Highway Operations
West Sussex County Council, Clapham Depot, Clapham, Worthing, West Sussex BN13 3UR

Phone: 0330 22 26724  Mobile: 07709 458982  E-mail: nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk  Web:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/prow

Please note my usual working week is Monday to Thursday and alternate Fridays. If your enquiry is 
urgent outside of this Fme please contact the Public Rights of Way team on 01243 777620 or 
prow@westsussex.gov.uk 

To ensure any new problems with a Public Right of Way (PROW) or a new PROW related enquiry is 
dealt with as quickly and effecFvely as possible, please click here to: Report a problem with a  Public 
Right of Way 

Mapping reproduced from or based upon 2013 Ordnance Survey material, WSCC licence 100023447. 
Rights of Way informaFon is not definiFve. 

Did you know you can follow West Sussex Highways on Twitter? 
@WSHighways 
www.westsussex.gov.uk 

From  
Sent: 24 January 2022 11:16 
To: Nigel Bird <nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'Barry'  
Subject: RE: Footpath 3782 Slinfold 

Dear Nigel, 

This is just an email to confirm that the footpath at Slinfold is now open at both ends, as shown in the 
attached images. 

30





Dear Nigel, 

Great that you have had a chance to go on site so soon, and that we are agreed on the 
alignment of the path. Thank you. 

I will liaise with Barry this week. Although I am away, I will try to agree the exact works 
required to create the 2m clear gap with him, so that I can get those implemented swiftly on 
my return. 

I will revert with an update shortly, and intend that the path will be open at both ends by 21st 
January. 

Kind regards 

Stuart 
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Appendix D Legislation and Policy 
The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations 2024 

These regulations specify irreplaceable habitats for the purpose of biodiversity net gain. 
Irreplaceable habitats are specified in the associated schedule to the regulations. The regulations 
require that offsite units and statutory credits do not apply to irreplaceable habitats and that 
these are subject instead to a ‘compensation plan in place that secures appropriate 
compensation relative to the baseline habitat type’. The secretary of state is to review the 
regulations within 5 years. 

Town and Country Planning Order 2015 

Provides a definition of small sites which are not considered as major developments. These 
small sites are defined as: 

• Residential development where the number of dwellings is between 1 and 9 on a site of 
an area 1 ha or less, or if this is unknown the site is less than 0.5 ha. 

• Commercial development where floorspace created is less than 1,000 m2 or total site 
area is less than 1 ha. 

• Must not include the winning and working of minerals or the use of land for mineral 
working deposits. 

• Not a waste development. 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Schedule 7A (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the 
Environment Act 2021)  

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) is an approach to development. It makes sure that habitats for 
wildlife are left in a measurably better state than they were before the development. 

Developers must deliver a BNG of at least 10%. This means that a development will result in 
more or better-quality habitat than there was before development. In England BNG is mandatory 
under Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2024  

Section 15 provides a legislative framework which provides protection for species and sites 
which are important for wildlife. Requires proposals to consider potential pollution impacts, 
landscape impacts and impacts on habitats and biodiversity of any plans, this includes a 
requirement to provide net gains for biodiversity. 

The Natural Environment and Communities (NERC) Act (Amendment) (Environment Act) 
2006  

Section 41 provides a list of Habitats of Principal Importance in England (HPIEs) and Species of 
Principal Importance in England (SPIEs) which are of importance for the conservation of 
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biodiversity in England and their presence needs to be considered by the planning authority 
when planning works.  

Section 40, provided for in the Environment Act 2021, places a "biodiversity duty" on public 
authorities to have regard to conversing and enhancing biodiversity while carrying out their 
functions. It aims to integrate biodiversity conservation and enhancement considerations into 
the decision-making processes of public bodies.  

Wildlife and Countryside Act (as amended) 1981  

Schedule 5 of this act lists various species of animals and plants that are protected under the 
law. These species are afforded certain protections, such as making it illegal to intentionally kill, 
injure, or take them from the wild, disturb them while they are nesting, or damage or destroy 
their breeding sites or resting places.  

Schedule 9 provides a list of non-native species which are already established in the wild and 
pose a threat to native plant species and habitats. Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and 
Permitting) Order 2019 Provides a list of invasive species in the UK and makes it an offence to 
keep, breed or release the listed animals. 

The Hedgerow Regulations 1997  

The regulations protect important hedgerows in the countryside (and urban areas) by requiring a 
notification procedure to take place before any works can be carried out. The regulations aim to 
balance the needs of landowners with the importance of conserving hedgerows and their 
associated biodiversity and landscape value. 
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Annex 1 Alkaline Fens/bogs. (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government Data Service. 
Available at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/8597a9d6-d45e-464c-855c-
fe2cf0b172fb/inventories-for-the-alkaline- fen-and-transition-mire-and-quaking-bog-annex-1-
habitats-in-england 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (England). (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government 
Data Service. Available at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/8e3ae3b9-a827-47f1-b025-
f08527a4e84e/areas- of-outstanding-natural-beauty-england 

Biosphere Reserves (England). (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government Data Service. 
Available at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/4ceee25f-ed74-4419-921f-
5d25f5ae3c5c/biosphere-reserves- england 

Country Parks (England). (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government Data Service. Available 
at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/e729abb9-aa6c-42c5-baec-b6673e2b3a62/country-parks-
england 
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Commission. 
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Data Service. Available at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/08082819-c50e-4049-bf56-
74b2dc642a21/gcn- strategic-opportunity-areas-england#licence-info 
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Habitat Networks (England). (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government Data Service. 
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Lakes Portal Data. (2023). Environmental Information Data Centre. [Online] UK Government Data 
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34fc7858f705/spatial- inventory-of-uk-waterbodies 

Limestone Pavement Orders. (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government Data Service. 
Available at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/ff9f1088-4b07-4cab-88cf-838a8f421328/limestone-
pavement-orders 

Local Nature Reserves (England). (2023). Natural England [Online] UK Government Data Service. 
Available at: https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/acdf4a9e-a115-41fb-bbe9-603c819aa7f7/local-
nature-reserves- england 
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Appendix F Designated and High Value Habitats 
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Appendix G Statutory Designated Sites for Nature Conservation Plan 
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Appendix I Baseline Habitats Plans 
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Appendix L Target Notes 
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Appendix M Site Photos 
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Appendix N Post Development Plans 
  




















