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Appendix R: Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) 
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1. Introduction
This appendix provides supplementary information for the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) 
undertaken as part of the combined BNG and PEA assessment. 

For project background, site description, and legislation details, please refer to: 

• Section 1: Introduction (main report)
• Section 1.3: Legislation (main report)
• Appendix A: Legislation and Policy (main report)

1.1 Report Validity 
See Section 1.4 of the main report for report validity information. 

2. Methodology
2.1 Desk Study 
For desk study methodology, please refer to Section 2.2 of the main report. 

Additional PEA-specific desk study elements included: 

• A biological records search for non-statutory designated sites and protected and notable 
species records since 2015 was undertaken of an area within a 2 km radius of the Site. This 
was commissioned from Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre. 

• Assessment of habitat connectivity and potential ecological corridors

2.2 Field Survey 
For general field survey methodology, please refer to Section 2.3 of the main report. 

PEA-specific survey elements included: 

• Extended Phase 1 habitat survey methodology
• Assessment of habitat suitability for protected and notable species
• Incidental recording of any evidence of protected species 
• Identification of invasive non-native species 

2.3 Survey Limitations 
For general limitations, please refer to Section 2.6 of the main report. 

No PEA specific limitations were noted. 
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3. Results
3.1 Designated Sites 
For designated sites information, please refer to: 

• Section 3.1: Designated Habitats Inventory (main report)
• Section 3.2: Statutory Designated Sites (main report)
• Section 3.3: Non-Statutory Designated Sites (main report)

3.2 Habitats 
For detailed habitat descriptions and mapping, please refer to: 

• Section 3.4: Habitat Table (main report)
• Appendix H: Habitat Plans (main report)
• Appendix I: Detailed Habitats Table (main report) 

3.3 Protected and Notable Ecological Features 
The table below provides an evaluation of ecological features identified or potentially present within 
influence of the Site in the context of relevant legislation and policy which may be a constraint to the 
Proposed Development, as well as opportunities to enhance these features as part of any BNG design 
that is progressed. 







79 

4. Evaluation and Recommendations
The table below outlines the recommended next steps in respect of relevant survey, mitigation or 
enhancements identified for sites and species associated with the Proposed Development. The table 
below includes optimal survey periods, constraints that need to be considered in the survey programme 
and related best practice guidance. 

The timing of ecological surveys is critical to project planning, as many species surveys are seasonally 
constrained. Early engagement with these survey requirements can help avoid delays in the planning 
process and ensure that appropriate mitigation measures can be developed where necessary. Similarly, 
mitigation measures may have certain constraints associated with them and should be factored into 
construction plans at the earliest stages to reduce potential delays. 
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Appendix S: January 2022 Site Evidence 



From: Nigel Bird  
Sent: 24 January 2022 12:08 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Footpath 3782 Slinfold 

Dear Stuart, many thanks for confirming that the path is now open and available to the public. Our 
contractor has indicated that they will be on site tomorrow to flail along the route that has been 
marked out. 

Kind regards 

Nigel 

Nigel Bird
Countryside Access Ranger – Area 5
Rights of Way – Highway Operations
West Sussex County Council, Clapham Depot, Clapham, Worthing, West Sussex BN13 3UR

Phone: 0330 22 26724  Mobile: 07709 458982  E-mail: nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk  Web:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/prow

Please note my usual working week is Monday to Thursday and alternate Fridays. If your enquiry is 
urgent outside of this Fme please contact the Public Rights of Way team on 01243 777620 or 
prow@westsussex.gov.uk 

To ensure any new problems with a Public Right of Way (PROW) or a new PROW related enquiry is 
dealt with as quickly and effecFvely as possible, please click here to: Report a problem with a  Public 
Right of Way 

Mapping reproduced from or based upon 2013 Ordnance Survey material, WSCC licence 100023447. 
Rights of Way informaFon is not definiFve. 

Did you know you can follow West Sussex Highways on Twitter? 
@WSHighways 
www.westsussex.gov.uk 

From: stuart_oldroyd@bFnternet.com <stuart_oldroyd@bFnternet.com> 
Sent: 24 January 2022 11:16 
To: Nigel Bird <nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'Barry' <barrymd@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: Footpath 3782 Slinfold 

Dear Nigel, 

This is just an email to confirm that the footpath at Slinfold is now open at both ends, as shown in the 
attached images. 
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I understand that your contractors will now cut back the grass along the (marked-out) route of the path. 
Do you know when they expect to do that work please? 

Kind regards 

Stuart 

From: Nigel Bird <nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Sent: 10 January 2022 09:31 
To:  
Subject: RE: Footpath 3782 Slinfold 

Many thanks Stuart, I look forward to hearing from you further regarding the date for opening the 
fence line and I gratefully note the intenFon for this to be completed by 21st January 2022. 

Kind regards 

Nigel 

Nigel Bird
Countryside Access Ranger – Area 5
Rights of Way – Highway Operations
West Sussex County Council, Clapham Depot, Clapham, Worthing, West Sussex BN13 3UR
Phone: 0330 22 26724  Mobile: 07709 458982  E-mail: nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk  Web:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/prow

Please note my usual working week is Monday to Thursday and alternate Fridays. If your enquiry is 
urgent outside of this Fme please contact the Public Rights of Way team on 01243 777620 or 
prow@westsussex.gov.uk 

To ensure any new problems with a Public Right of Way (PROW) or a new PROW related enquiry is 
dealt with as quickly and effecFvely as possible, please click here to: Report a problem with a  Public 
Right of Way 

Mapping reproduced from or based upon 2013 Ordnance Survey material, WSCC licence 100023447. 
Rights of Way informaFon is not definiFve. 

Did you know you can follow West Sussex Highways on Twitter? 
@WSHighways 
www.westsussex.gov.uk 

From  
Sent: 10 January 2022 00:18 
To:  Nigel Bird <nigel.bird@westsussex.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Footpath 3782 Slinfold 
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Dear Nigel, 

Great that you have had a chance to go on site so soon, and that we are agreed on the 
alignment of the path. Thank you. 

I will liaise with Barry this week. Although I am away, I will try to agree the exact works 
required to create the 2m clear gap with him, so that I can get those implemented swiftly on 
my return. 

I will revert with an update shortly, and intend that the path will be open at both ends by 21st 
January. 

Kind regards 

Stuart 
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