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Summary of Key Findings 

Temple was commissioned by Leonardslee Gardens in April 2025 to produce an Indicative 

Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) of a proposed development of the Former Generator Block, 

Clock Tower Cafe, Wedding Pavillion, Entrance Building, Main House Forecourt and Engine 

House at Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens at Leonardslee Gardens, Brighton Road, Lower 

Beeding, RH13 6PP, henceforth referred to as ‘the Site’, to support a planning application. 

Proposals for the Site are included on drawing number 242769-PUR-00-XX-DR-A-2001 

(Purcell, 2025a). The total Site area is estimated to be 0.92ha  

The main findings are as follows: 

• it is the applicants view that the planning permission, if granted, would be subject to 

the biodiversity gain condition on the basis of it meeting the definition of major 

development; 

• the biodiversity value of the on-site habitat on the date of application is noted to have 

not been influenced by degradation activities between 30 January 2020 and the 

submission of the planning application. Appropriate evaluation of this habitat is 

provided within this report and metric; 

• authorised activities have not taken place on or after 25 August 2023; 

• there was an absence of irreplaceable habitats on the Site at April 2024; 

• The Statutory BNG Metric (the Metric) was used to undertake this assessment; 

•  the pre-development biodiversity value of the on-site habitat at May 2025 

(representing the date of survey of the Site) was 1.46 habitat Biodiversity Units (BU), 

0.05 hedgerow BU, and 0.00 watercourse BU; 

• the post-development biodiversity value of the on-site habitat will support a change 

of 0.15 habitat BU (10.43%), 0.10 hedgerow BU (201.64%); 

• the proposed development is not considered to include significant on-site biodiversity 

enhancement; and 
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• the proposed development will not utilise offsite enhancements to deliver the 

biodiversity gain objective, as net gain is to be delivered on-site. 

The proposed development will deliver the Biodiversity Net Gain Objective utilising 

approaches outlined within this BGP and with no reliance on offsite provision. In addition, 

following consent the final BGP will rely on and be supported by a Habitat Management 

and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) that sets out landscape planting/site management actions 

intended to secure the predicted level of biodiversity delivery.



  

 

 

Temple 

Leonardslee Estate / Biodiversity Gain Plan / Report for Leonardslee Gardens 5 

1 Introduction 

BACKGROUND TO COMMISSION 

1.1 Temple was commissioned by Leonardslee Gardens in April 2025 to produce a 

Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) of six proposed developments at Leonardslee Garden, 

including: 

• Entrance Building 

• Main House Forecourt 

• Clock Tower Café 

• Former Generator Block 

• Engine House 

• Lightweight Wedding Pavillion 

1.2 This outline BGP has been produced in line with current Government advice (Defra, 

2024a), and the relevant biodiversity metric guidance (Defra, 2024c and 2024e) 

which set out expectations on how development applications should address 

mandatory biodiversity net gain (BNG). 

1.3 This report considers parcels of land within the planning application site boundary 

(henceforth referred to as ‘the Sites’) as indicated on Figure 1-6, Appendix 1.  

SCOPE OF REPORT - STATUS OF BGP 

1.4 Relevant planning practice guidance (Defra, 2024a) sets out information 

requirements related to biodiversity net gain and where appropriate further 

information on the proposed strategy for achieving the biodiversity gain objective. 

Where a proposed development is subject to the ‘biodiversity net gain condition’ the 

applicant is required to submit: 
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• a statement on whether the planning permission, if granted, would be subject 

to the biodiversity gain condition; 

• the pre-development biodiversity value of the on-site habitat on the date of 

application (or an earlier date); 

• where appropriate, a statement confirming whether the biodiversity value of 

the on-site habitat is lower on the date of application (or an earlier date) 

because of the carrying on of activities (‘degradation’); 

• where appropriate, a description of any irreplaceable habitat on the land, that 

exists on the date of application (or an earlier date); and 

• a pre-development habitat plan drawn to an identified scale (including the 

direction of north), showing on-site habitat existing on the date of application 

(or an earlier date), including any irreplaceable habitat. 

1.5 Net Gain planning practice guidance (Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 

Communities, 2024) advises that applications, where significant onsite habitat 

enhancements are likely to form an integral part of the development or are relied 

upon, should additionally include detailed proposals of these habitat enhancements 

as part of the plans. Defra (2023) advises that “Significant enhancements are areas 

of habitat enhancement which contribute significantly to the proposed 

development’s BNG, relative to the biodiversity value before development” this is 

not considered to apply to the Application. 

1.6 At the planning application stage, the outline BGP includes details of the baseline 

habitats and an outline of how the biodiversity gain target will be met; this provides 

the relevant planning authority with sufficient information to satisfy the minimum 

national information requirements to inform consideration of the planning 

application and specifically alignment of the application with the relevant planning 

policy. 

1.7 Following consent, the final BGP is submitted to the local planning authority 

providing the information required to demonstrate how a consented development 
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will achieve BNG. The submission to, and approval from, the local planning authority 

is required as part of the process of discharging the pre-commencement condition 

prior to commencing the consented development. 

1.8 The BGP compares the Site baseline in terms of the extent, distinctiveness, condition 

and strategic significance of habitats with the proposed post-development habitats 

(also referred to as post-intervention scenario) and will be reliant on the 

development and delivery of landscape planting plans and site management plans 

to secure the predicted level of biodiversity delivery. 

1.9 The outline and final BGPs are supported by a number of other documents or 

figures, including: 

• Figures 1 - 6, Appendix 1 that provides the ‘on-site baseline maps’ with 

comprehensive mapping of baseline habitats drawn from the 2024 Site 

surveys; 

• Figures 6 – 12, Appendix 1 that presents the ‘on-site post intervention maps’ 

which provides comprehensive mapping of the proposed Site planting; based 

on landscape plans provided by the client (Purcell, 2025b);  

• Appendix 3, that includes the baseline habitat condition assessment sheets; 

and 

• summary outputs from the Statutory Biodiversity Metric (henceforth referred 

to as ‘the Metric)’, which is submitted along with this BGP. 

1.10 The BGP has also been prepared with reference to best practice guidance published 

by the Chartered Institute for Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM, 

2021); British Standard 8683:2021 ‘Process for designing and implementing 

Biodiversity Net Gain. Specification’; and CIEEM, CIRIA, IEMA (2016) ‘Biodiversity Net 

Gain: Good practice principles for development’. 
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1.11 The 2024 UKHab habitat survey and the Metric condition assessment on which the 

BGP is based were conducted by Francesca West BSc (Hons) MRes, a Principal 

Ecologist with 10 years’ commercial experience who is trained and competent in 

carrying out UKHab habitat surveys. The BGP was written by Maisie Worthington 

BSc (Hons) ACIEEM, an experienced ecologist with six years’ commercial experience 

who is trained and competent at producing Metric condition assessments. The BGP 

was reviewed by Alex Blackman BA BSc (Hons) with over 13 years’ experience, and 

with relevant training and competent in all technical aspects pertaining to this 

report. 

SITE CONTEXT 

1.12 The six Sites sit within Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens, a 97ha Grade I Listed 

landscaped garden with large lakes, a vineyard, recreational facilities and areas of 

woodland that is open to visitors all year round. Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens 

comprises a steep sandstone valley and seven man-made lakes interconnected with 

woodlands, scrub and landscaped woodland gardens adjoining. Areas of ancient & 

semi-natural woodland, ancient, replanted woodland, deciduous woodland and 

lowland heathland are present within the wider Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens 

Estate. The Gardens are bordered by a busy ‘A’ road to the west, but the wider 

landscape stretching from the Estate boundary comprises areas of agricultural land 

bordered by hedgerows, woodland and residential properties.  

1.13 It lies in a rural area north of Crabtree, Lower Beeding and is within the Horsham 

District of West Sussex. Haywards Heath sits approximately 10km to the east and 

Horsham approximately 5km to the north-west. 

1.14 Areas of Ancient & Semi-Natural Woodland, Ancient Replanted Woodland, 

Deciduous Woodland, Wood-Pasture and Parkland and Lowland Heathland are 

present within the wider Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens Estate. 
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Garden Shop Building 

1.15 The Garden Shop Building comprised the existing Entrance Building of the 

Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens constructed in 2024 and a small area of grassland 

comprising part of the Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens public garden space. The 

development Site, the Entrance Building, is bound by an outdoor plant nursery to 

the north, further ornamental public garden space to the east, deciduous woodland 

to the south and public car park to the west.  

Main House Forecourt 

1.16 The Site is approximately 0.03ha in size and is centred on Ordnance Survey National 

Grid reference TQ 22149 25917. The Site comprised the car park for the main 

Leonardslee house which abuts the Site to the east, with both raised and flat 

ornamental flower beds. The flower beds contained scattered trees and areas of 

grassland. This Site is well managed as part of the public gardens which surrounds 

the Site to the north, south and west.  

Clock Tower Café 

1.17 The Site is approximately 0.13 ha in size and is centred on Ordnance Survey National 

Grid reference TQ 22181 25969. The Site consists of a U-shaped former carriage 

house and stables that is currently in use as the Clock tower café with associated 

indoor and outdoor seating. The western block of the building is utilised as offices, 

while the south-eastern area of the building is a residential property, named Honey 

Cottage. Potter’s cottage also adjoins the clock tower café and offices to the north-

west.  The Site is situated within Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens and adjacent to the 

Site lies the Museum and Leonardslee House. The offices, Honey Cottage and 

Potter’s cottage were not assessed as part of the Preliminary Roost Assessment, as 

at the time of survey, there were no proposals for these areas.  

1.18 Deciduous woodland borders the Site to the east, with ancient replanted woodland 

approximately 30m to the east.  
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Former Generator Block 

1.19 The Site is approximately 0.17 ha in size and is centred on Ordnance Survey National 

Grid reference TQ 22158 25977. The brick outbuildings known as the Former 

Generator Block formally housed the generators for the electrical supply to the main 

Leonardslee House. It now comprises the Dolls House Museum with adjoining 

Alpine Greenhouse to the north and lean to extension to the west. The main Former 

Generator Block now comprises an open courtyard used for overflow cafe seating, 

whilst the lean-to building is fitted out as a cafe and bar with further seating. Areas 

of planted flower beds and a small area of grassland with shrubs surrounds the Site. 

Engine House 

1.20 The Site is approximately 0.03ha in size and is centred on Ordnance Survey National 

Grid reference TQ 22338 25963. The Site comprised a single storey working café 

known as the Engine House Café, with outdoor seating area to the north and east 

and an area of mown grassland covering the south and west. Bordering the south 

and west of the building was a rhododendron hedge, and within the grassland to 

the west there was a conifer tree and introduced shrub. A well-used and well-

maintained gravel track lay within the Site at the north and east Site boundary. 

Lightweight Wedding Pavillion 

1.21 The Site is approximately 0.02 ha in size and is centred on Ordnance Survey National 

Grid reference TQ 22174 25852. The Site comprised a small area of grassland which 

currently forms part of the garden space associated with Leonardslee House. 

Further amenity grassland lay to the east and south of the Site, with areas of 

introduced shrub to the west. Leonardslee House, a Grade II listed house with 

associated patio lay approximately 35m to the north of Site. 
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DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

Garden Shop Building 

1.22 The development proposals for the Site, based on current plans and Design and 

Access Statement provided by Purcell (2025c), comprise an extension to the south 

elevation of the existing Entrance Building which will house a new ticket kiosk desk 

and a welcome café.  

Main House Forecourt 

1.23 it is proposed that the existing hard landscaping of the forecourt will be removed 

and the area relandscaped in a softer configuration. The primary design move for 

the ancillary buildings is to create a landscaped intervention which allows visitors to 

regroup at a central location between the main house, ancillary buildings & 

gardens.” This will include some restructuring of the existing landscaped areas and 

requires the removal of some ornamental shrubs and trees including T97 and partial 

removal of G13.  

Clock Tower Café 

1.24 The proposal for the Stables which includes a refurbishment and enhancement of 

the cafe into a hot food restaurant with additional year-round seating inside a winter 

garden and an external raised terrace for use in summer and colder seasons. 

1.25 The proposal for the winter garden will include a glazed facade to allow views 

through to the former stables and a partially glazed roof that will cover the existing 

central courtyard to create additional covered dining covers for all season use. This 

will require the levelling of the courtyard to improve accessibility, ensuring the 

improved offering will be open for all to use, with cobbles recorded and reinstated 

to preserve character. 

1.26 The proposed terrace to the east of the Stable Block is a lightweight structure that 

has been carefully positioned to avoid mature trees within the woodland. The 

terrace features a thin metal balustrade with a timber handrail, allowing clear views 
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through and reducing visual solidity. The undercroft is recessed and clad in black-

painted timber, creating a floating appearance and reducing the terrace’s footprint 

on the landscape. 

Former Generator Block 

1.27 The existing courtyard will be covered to create a new events space adjacent to the 

existing café which will become the new events space. The Alpine House will be 

refurbished and the Dolls House Museum will be moved to another building within 

the wider Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens Estate, the Red House. 

Engine House 

1.28 A small WC will be created and a small extension to the existing terrace is proposed 

with internal refurbishments of the existing café. 

Lightweight Wedding Pavillion 

1.29 A lightweight wedding pavilion is proposed on the lawns to the south of the main 

Leonardslee House. 
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2 Relevant Legislation and Planning Policy 

2.1 Key aspects of legislation and planning policy, both national and local, which are 

related to the implementation of Biodiversity Net Gain are detailed below.  

LEGISLATION 

2.2 The Environment Act (the Act) gained Royal Assent on the 9 November 2021 and is 

now enshrined within UK law. The Act provides a mechanism for implementing 

Government’s ambitions for ‘improving the natural environment’, which were 

previously set out in publications including the 25 Year Environment Plan (25YEP). 

The Act provides recognition of the 25YEP as the first “environmental improvement 

plan” which, through the enactment of relevant regulations serves as the basis for 

the steps Government intends to take to improve the natural environment. The 

25YEP has now been replaced by the Environmental Improvement Plan (also 

referred to as the EIP23) in January 2023.  

2.3 The Act implements the ambitions for an improved natural environment, by setting 

out statutory or legal requirements which mandate action, under the oversight of 

the newly formed Office for Environmental Protection (OEP). The focus of the Act is 

the “…provision [of] targets, plans and policies for improving the natural environment…” 

and its requirements are structured around a number of broad themes. Of 

relevance to this report Part 6 of the Act sets out provisions for ‘Biodiversity gain as 

condition of planning permission’. The biodiversity gain objective is met where the 

biodiversity value attributable to the development exceeds the pre-development 

biodiversity value of the onsite habitat by at least 10%. 

2.4 The Environment Act 2021 introduces a statutory requirement for Biodiversity Net 

Gain to be applied to new development proposals through the Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990, which is implemented by a suite of regulations: 
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• SI 2024/44 - The Environment Act 2021 (Commencement No. 8 and Transitional 

Provisions) Regulations 2024; 

• SI 2024/45 - The Biodiversity Gain Site Register Regulations 2024; 

• SI 2024/47 - The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Exemptions) Regulations 

2024; 

• SI 2024/48 - The Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) 

Regulations 2024; 

• SI 2024/49 - The Biodiversity Gain (Town and Country Planning) (Consequential 

Amendments) Regulations 2024; and 

• SI 2024/50 - The Biodiversity Gain (Town and Country Planning) (Modifications 

and Amendments) (England) Regulations 2024. 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY 

2.5 The National Planning Policy Framework (Department for Levelling Up, Housing & 

Communities, 2024) referred to as the NPPF from this point, requires public 

authorities to contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment 

including by minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity when 

taking planning decisions. The Environment Act 2021 has strengthened the duty to 

conserve biodiversity within the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 

2006, such that all public authorities are required to conserve and enhance 

biodiversity.  

LOCAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK 

2.6 The Environment Act 2021 introduced a statutory requirement for the production 

of 48 Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) documents that: 

• set out agreed priorities for nature recovery; 

• map the most valuable existing areas for nature; and 
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• establish shared proposals for action that should be taken to recover nature 

including where this should take place. 

2.7 LNRS are produced by appointed responsible authorities and the proposed 

development falls within the responsibility of Horsham District Council. At the time 

of writing the publication of the LNRS was still awaited. 
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3 Methodology 

KEY CONCEPTS 

3.1 Biodiversity net gain planning practice guidance (Department for Levelling Up, 

Housing and Communities, 2024) confirms that the Metric has to be used to 

calculate the pre-development and post-development biodiversity value of the 

development’s onsite and offsite habitat and requirements for biodiversity credits. 

The Metric uses a comparison of habitats as a proxy for biodiversity and as such 

should be seen as providing relative values. It describes these habitats using 

standard units referred to as Biodiversity Units (BU). Following Rule 2 within the User 

Guidance (Defra, 2024c) these unit types are distinct and “must not be summed, 

traded, or converted between types”. There are 3 distinct types of BUs, and they are: 

• Habitat BU – describing areas of habitat, including individual trees, based on 

measurement in hectares; 

• Hedgerow BU – describing linear hedgerows and lines of trees measured in 

kilometres; and 

• Watercourse BU – describing linear rivers and streams measured in 

kilometres. 

DEFINITIONS 

3.2 In the context of this project, we have assumed the following definitions from 

relevant Planning Practice Guidance (Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 

Communities, 2024): 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) “is a way of creating and improving biodiversity by 

requiring development to have a positive impact (‘net gain’) on biodiversity.” This terms 

in used in Planning Practice Guidance to distinguish it from other biodiversity gain 

requirements including those under the National Planning Policy Framework 

(Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 2024). 
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The biodiversity gain condition “is a pre-commencement condition: once planning 

permission has been granted, a Biodiversity Gain Plan must be submitted and approved 

by the planning authority before commencement of the development.” 

The biodiversity gain objective “is for development to deliver at least a 10% increase 

in biodiversity value relative to the pre-development biodiversity value of the onsite 

habitat.”  

METRIC CALCULATION 

3.3 In informing the assessment of biodiversity changes this report refers to: 

• Statutory biodiversity metric calculation tool (Version 1.0.3); 

• Statutory biodiversity metric: user guide (July 2024); and 

• Statutory biodiversity metric condition assessments (July 2024). 

3.4 UKHab (Version 2) habitat survey information has been used to inform the 

assessment of biodiversity changes. The results have been converted using the 

Metric G-1 ‘All Habitats’ tab to the appropriate broad habitat and specific habitat 

type. A full description of baseline habitats is provided in the application Preliminary 

Environmental Appraisal (PEA) reports undertaken by Temple between 2022 and 

2025 (Temple, 2022 and Temple 2025). 

3.5 Temple undertook an updated Site walkover and habitat verification survey in May 

2025, covering the Former Generator Block, Clock Tower Café, Lightweight Wedding 

Pavillion, Main House Forecourt and Engine House at Leonardslee Lakes and 

Gardens ahead of a planning submission for the proposed works as shown on 

drawing number 242769-PUR-00-XX-DR-A-2001 (Purcell, 2025a) to ensure that 

baseline Site conditions remain the same since these areas were surveyed in 2022, 

2023 and 2024 (Temple, 2025). 

3.6 The results are influenced by: 
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• Distinctiveness (an indication of value); 

• Condition – an indication of quality; 

• Strategic significance – significance of the habitat based on its location and 

habitat type is considered locally ecological important; and 

• Multipliers or risk factors – that take account of the difficulty of habitat 

creation/management, the time it takes to deliver and variation in the location 

of habitat delivery. 

3.7 A full condition assessment for each individual polygon is provided in Appendix 3. 

3.8 While the Metric does not prescribe the number of decimal places that should be 

used in data entry, for consistency and in line with the ‘tree helper’ tool outputs all 

Metric data entry has used a default maximum four decimal places. All calculations 

are reported to two decimal places in line with the Metric headline results. The level 

of mapping is consistent with the minimum mappable area of 5m2 used within the 

UKHab survey. 

METRIC PRINCIPLES AND RULES 

3.9 Defra (2024c) advises that the Metric is a tool that can be used throughout all of the 

stages of a project to help incorporate biodiversity into project design. To do this it 

uses biodiversity units as a proxy for measuring biodiversity. Any assessment must 

be undertaken by a competent person, with awareness of the Metrics’ limitations, it 

requires interpretation and ecological expertise to provide evidence of the 

appropriateness of proposed approaches to BNG and Defra (2024c) sets out a series 

of key principles and rules that help to inform an understanding of whether 

proposals meet wider considerations. A summary of the rules and principles is 

provided in Appendix 2. 
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ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS 

3.10 This BGP is based on a habitat surveys carried between 2022 and 2025. Where 

applicable, consideration has been given to the Biodiversity Gain Hierarchy, 

including, in order: 

• where feasible, the retention of medium or higher distinctiveness habitats, or 

mitigation of unavoidable losses; and 

• compensation for all losses of on-site habitats through enhancement of on-site 

habitats, and then creation of on-site habitats; or compensation through 

enhancement or creation of off-site habitats (allocation of registered offsite 

gains). 

3.11 Opportunities have been taken to retain and enhance existing habitats, where 

feasible, within the Site. 

3.12 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide (Defra, 2024c) advises that habitat 

interventions should, following Principle 7, be realistic and deliverable. As such and 

in line with the Metric, professional judgement has been exercised with reference 

to the technical difficulty enhancement/creation and temporal factors and where: 

• ‘enhancement’ is proposed, target condition would normally be limited to 

those baseline habitats which have a medium or higher risk to no more than 

one condition step change post-intervention. As an example for high difficulty 

of enhancement, an objective of ‘moderate’ condition would normally be set 

for the enhancement of those habitats in a poor baseline condition; and 

• ‘creation’ is proposed, target condition would normally be limited to those 

baseline habitats which have a medium or high risk or where the time to target 

condition is beyond the project timescales, to no more than moderate 

condition. 

3.13 No significant limitations were encountered during completion of the BGP.  
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3.14 Data from habitat surveys and condition assessments should be considered to be 

valid for a period of 18 months to three years, unless there are any significant 

changes to the habitats within the Site (CIEEM, 2019). After this time, surveys should 

be repeated to ensure the baseline is up to date.
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4 Biodiversity Net Gain Strategy 

IRREPLACEABLE HABITAT 

4.1 The proposed development has been informed by the production of a series of 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisals or PEA (Temple, 2022 - 2025), as well as a Site 

walkover in 2025 (Temple, 2025) including an assessment of the presence of 

irreplaceable habitats. This confirmed that the proposed development excludes 

irreplaceable habitat within the on-site baseline. 

4.2 The proposed development will not lead to impacts on irreplaceable habitats. 

RETENTION OF BASELINE HABITAT 

4.3 The proposed development has been informed by an initial habitat assessment 

including condition assessment. No higher distinctiveness habitats were present on 

Site.  

4.4 The proposed development will support retention of existing on-site low and 

medium distinctiveness habitats which include woodland, individual trees and 

introduced shrub. 

ENHANCEMENT OF BASELINE HABITAT 

4.5 The proposed development has been informed by a habitat assessment including 

condition assessment and opportunity mapping. Existing habitats that might benefit 

from enhancement have been identified and opportunities will, where feasible, be 

taken to amend the layout of the proposed development to seek to support 

enhancement of these habitats. 

4.6 The proposed development will support enhancement of existing on-site habitats 

including grassland and woodland.  
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CREATION OF HABITAT 

4.7 The proposed development has been informed by a series of PEAs which included 

review of relevant planning policy. The Metric assessment has recognised these 

strategic priorities and informed the creation of post development habitats that 

both support the relevant level of Biodiversity Gain and wider habitat and species 

priorities. This includes consideration of the incorporation of: 

• Rural trees;  

• Other neutral grassland; and  

• Hedgerows.  

4.8 The provision of these habitats does not necessarily result in the highest level of 

biodiversity gain, but is considered realistic, achievable and to balance Metric 

performance and wider policy delivery. 

4.9 The proposed development will deliver creation onsite areas of grassland (other 

neutral and modified), urban (introduced shrub, vegetated garden), individual trees 

and, hedgerows (native).  

HABITAT EXTENT AND SIZE 

4.10 The proposed development has taken opportunities to increase habitat extent and 

size to maintain ecological connectivity and functionality, including through 

increased provision of: 

• Grassland; 

• individual trees; 

• hedgerows;  

4.11 Off-site habitats are not required, as all trading rules and net % change has been 

met on-site.   
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6 Post Intervention Habitats 

METRIC CALCULATION 

6.1 Biodiversity calculations have been completed to compare the current Site baseline 

with the proposed future development scenario, which is illustrated in Appendix 1, 

Figure 7 - 12. This provides a map of the habitats that are proposed post-

development, from which the performance of the development can be calculated 

using the Metric. 

6.2 In line with the Metric, a comparison has been made between the on-site baseline 

and the proposed on-site post-development habitats.  

INTERVENTION TYPES 

6.3 Post intervention changes are likely to take place through: 

• permanent physical footprint of construction works including buildings and 

infrastructure; 

• temporary physical footprint of construction works including material and 

vehicle storage areas; 

• enhancement of baseline habitats. This includes areas of retained other 

neutral grassland which will be subject to scarification and overseeding to 

support increased species diversity as well as woodland which will benefit from 

improved age profile and the inclusion/retention of deadwood; 

• creation of habitats. This includes the creation of grassland and urban habitats 

(introduced shrub, vegetation garden) to provide habitat diversity and 

increased connectivity through the Site. It will also include additional planting 

of ‘individual trees’ and hedgerows on-site. 
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8 Conclusions 

8.1 Against the relevant guidance for developers on biodiversity gains (Defra, 2024f) on 

significant on-site habitat enhancements and creation, the proposed development 

includes: 

• no habitats of high or very high distinctives were identified in the baseline;  

• habitats of medium distinctiveness –There is reliance post development on 

enhancement of medium distinctiveness habitats (other neutral grassland, 

other woodland; mixed) all of which have a Low difficulty of enhancement in 

the Statutory Metric;    

• habitats of medium and low distinctiveness – there is a reliance post 

development on the creation of medium distinctiveness habitats (other neutral 

grassland and rural trees) and low distinctiveness habitats (introduced shrub, 

vegetated garden and modified grassland), all of which have a Low difficulty of 

creation in the Statutory Metric; 

• habitats of very low distinctiveness – make up 81% of the habitats lost to 

development; 

• despite losing 100% of the native hedgerow on Site, native hedgerow will be 

created post development and result in a net change of 260.61% on Site; 

8.2 The assessment of the proposed development against the current baseline 

indicates that an increase in biodiversity performance of the Site of approximately 

10.43% in habitat, 201.64% in hedgerows can be achieved. This is subject to 

appropriate planting plans and management plans being developed to optimise the 

delivery of biodiversity performance on the Sites to realise its intended out-turn 

condition. 

8.3 In reaching the conclusion on net gain change, the relevant Metric rules have been 

followed and inform the reported total net % change. Specifically: 
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• Rule 1: the Metric that supports this plan confirms that trading rules have been 

met for habitats and hedgerows. This is considered sufficient to meet the 

Rule 1 requirements. 

• Rule 2: the biodiversity gain objective (≥10%) is met for habitats and 

hedgerows. This is considered sufficient to meet the Rule 2 requirements. 

• Rule 3: the assessment has been undertaken using the extant version (at the 

time of the assessment) of the Metric and full details of this are provided in 

Paragraph 3.4. Full reporting is provided on each of the relevant BU types. This 

is considered sufficient to meet the Rule 3 requirements. 

• Rule 4: the assessment does not rely on deviation from the biodiversity metric 

methodology. This is considered sufficient meet the Rule 4 requirements. 

8.4 The BGP sets out how the proposed development plans to deliver the biodiversity 

gain objective, including reliance on offsite units. As such there is a clear plan on 

how the proposed development will satisfy the requirement for biodiversity gain 

from development set out within the Environment Act. 

8.5 While the metric does not explicitly consider the biodiversity value provided by 

individual species relevant to the Site, consideration is given to these locally relevant 

species to ensure that the Site provides continued opportunities for them.  

8.6 The net gains predicted in this plan will rely on the development of a Habitat 

Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) that sets out landscape planting/site 

management actions intended to secure the predicted level of biodiversity delivery. 

8.7 A summary Biodiversity Gain Plan has been included in Appendix 4. This document 

has adopted the relevant guidance issued by Defra (2024b). 
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9 Recommendations 

9.1 This plan sets out realistic proposed habitats and outturn conditions for those 

habitat parcels. The reported level of biodiversity delivery is reliant upon a number 

of actions likely to be required to inform the relevant planning process. These 

actions should include: 

• appropriate commitments, mechanisms and evidence that secure the 

predicted level of biodiversity delivery over a period of at least 30 years; 

• production of a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) that sets 

out landscape planting/site management actions that secure the predicted 

level of biodiversity delivery; and 

• reflection of the HMMP within contractual agreements for the future 

management of the site. 

9.2 The predicted level of biodiversity delivery is reliant on satisfying the trading rules 

and any proposed amendments to the proposed development should give 

particular consideration to: 

• Medium distinctiveness habitats other neutral grassland, other mixed 

woodland, and individual trees are present on Site, where possible the 

retention and possible enhancement of such habitats is planned.  

9.3 Any updates to the post development habitat plan should be subject to review by 

the wider project team and the BGP updated to confirm delivery of any potential 

Biodiversity gain. If this cannot be achieved on Site, then off Site measures will be 

sought to account for any short fall in habitat biodiversity units.  
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Appendix 1: Habitat Maps and Site Plan



  

Temple 

Leonardslee Estate / Biodiversity Gain Plan / Report for Leonardslee Gardens 35 

Figure 1: Entrance Building Baseline Habitat Survey Map  

 

  



  

Temple 

Leonardslee Estate / Biodiversity Gain Plan / Report for Leonardslee Gardens 36 

Figure 2: Main House Forecourt Baseline Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 3: Clock Tower Café Baseline Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 4: Former Generator Block Baseline Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 5: Engine House Baseline Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 6: Lightweight Wedding Pavillion Baseline Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 7: Entrance Building Post-development Habitat Survey Map  
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Figure 8: Main House Forecourt Post-development Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 9: Clock Tower Café Post-development Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 10: Former Generator Block Post-development Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 11: Engine House Post-development Habitat Survey Map 
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Figure 12: Lightweight Wedding Pavillion Post-development Habitat Survey Map 
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Appendix 2: Summary of Metric Rules and 

Principles 



  

Temple 

Leonardslee Estate / Biodiversity Gain Plan / Report for Leonardslee Gardens 48 

Metric Rules and Principles 

The Statutory Biodiversity Metric User Guide indicates that a number of rules must be 

followed in applying the Metric in order to inform a claim of achievement by a project of 

gain in biodiversity. These are: 

• Rule 1: The trading rules of this biodiversity metric must be followed. 

• Rule 2: Biodiversity unit outputs, for each type of unit, must not be summed, traded, 

or converted between types. The requirement to deliver at least a 10% net gain applies 

to each type of unit. 

• Rule 3: To accurately apply the biodiversity metric formula, you must use the statutory 

biodiversity metric calculation tool or small sites biodiversity metric tool (SSM) for 

small sites. The tools remove the need for a user to manually calculate the change in 

biodiversity value. The tool will summarise the results of the calculation and inform a 

user whether the biodiversity net gain objective has been met. 

• Rule 4: In exceptional ecological circumstances, deviation from this biodiversity metric 

methodology may be permitted by the relevant planning authority. 

In addition, the User Guide indicates that assessments should be informed by: 

• Principle 1: The metric assessment should be completed by a competent person. 

• Principle 2: The use of this biodiversity metric does not override existing biodiversity 

protections, statutory obligations, policy requirements, ecological mitigation hierarchy 

or any other requirements. This includes consenting or licensing processes, for 

example woodlands. 

• Principle 3: This biodiversity metric should be used in accordance with established 

good practice guidance and professional codes 

• Principle 4: This biodiversity metric is not a complex or comprehensive ecological 

model and is not a substitute for expert ecological advice. 

• Principle 5: Biodiversity units are a proxy for biodiversity and should be treated as 

relative values. 
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• Principle 6: This biodiversity metric is designed to inform decisions in conjunction 

with locally relevant evidence, expert input, or guidance. 

• Principle 7: Habitat interventions need to be realistic and deliverable within a relevant 

project timeframe. 

• Principle 8: Created and enhanced habitats should be, where practical and 

reasonable, local to any impact and deliver strategically important outcomes for 

nature conservation. 

• Principle 8: This biodiversity metric does not enforce a minimum habitat size ratio for 

compensation of losses. Proposals should aim to: 

o maintain habitat extent - supporting more, bigger, better and more joined 

up ecological networks 

o ensure that proposed or retained habitat parcels are of sufficient size for 

ecological function. 

The Metric guidance also confirms that for irreplaceable habitats:  

• Irreplaceable habitats – Irreplaceable habitats (as provided for in BNG regulations) 

are technically very difficult to recreate once destroyed (or recreation would take a 

significant amount of time). As such, the BNG requirement is disapplied for these 

habitats. Any losses or deterioration impacts to irreplaceable habitats cannot be 

calculated by the biodiversity metric tool and they are removed from the baseline. 

Impacts to on-site and off-site irreplaceable habitats should be avoided in line with 

planning policy. Irreplaceable habitats require consideration outside of biodiversity 

net gain, which must comply with up-to-date policy, legislation and regulations. 

•  Ancient woodland – Ancient woodland can be recorded as range of woodland habitat 

types and must be marked as an irreplaceable habitat within the biodiversity metric 

tool. Ancient woodlands include: 

 ancient semi-natural woodlands (ASNW) 

 plantations on ancient woodland sites (PAWS) 

 ancient wood-pasture and parkland. 
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• Ancient and veteran trees – All ancient and veteran trees must be recorded within 

the biodiversity metric tool and marked as an irreplaceable habitat. 
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Appendix 3: Condition Assessments 
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Appendix 4: Summary Biodiversity Gain 

Plan 
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Biodiversity gain plan 
Submit a biodiversity gain plan to show how your development 

will achieve biodiversity net gain. 

When to use this form 

A biodiversity gain plan shows how a development will achieve 10% biodiversity net 
gain (BNG). Submit this form to your local planning authority after they approve your 
planning application. 
 
Unless your development is exempt, you cannot start the development until the LPA 
approves your biodiversity gain plan and biodiversity metric calculation tool.  

1. Submission details 

1.1 Date 
For example, 3/11/2023 

 

1.2 Planning application reference number  

 

1.3 Local planning authority (LPA) 

 

1.4 Development site address 
If the site does not have an address, enter the OS grid reference. 

 

1.5 Describe the development 
Tell us about the proposed development and any changes of use (250 words). 
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2. Developer details 

2.1 Applicant name 

 

2.2 Company name 

 

 
2.3 Address 

 

 

2.4 Email address  

 

 
2.5 Telephone number 

 

2.6 Declaration 
By signing this declaration, you confirm that the information you give is complete and 
correct. Any opinions are your genuine opinions. 
 
2.7 Signature 

 

2.8 Date 
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. Responsible person details 

Tell us about who is responsible for completing the biodiversity gain plan. For 
example, a consultancy ecologist or planning agent. 
 
3.1 Name 

Maisie Worthington  

3.2 Company name 

Temple Group Ltd 

3.3 Address 

3 Upper Stalls, Iford, Lewes BN7 3EJ 

3.4 Email address  

 

3.5 Telephone number 

  

3.6 Declaration 
By signing this declaration, you confirm that the information you give is complete and 
correct. Any opinions are your genuine opinions. 
 
 
3.7 Signature 

 

3.8 Date 

04/12/2025 
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4. Biodiversity net gain strategy  

4.1 Is the relevant date for the pre-development biodiversity value the same 
date as the planning application? 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

 
4.2 If no, what earlier date did you agree with the LPA? 

 

4.3 How have you met ‘what counts towards your BNG’? 
Find out what you can count towards a development’s BNG 

Enhancement and creation of existing and new habitats across the Site  

4.4 How will you avoid or minimise impacts to habitats? 

Tell us about the steps you’ve taken on-site, including to avoid or minimise the 

impact on irreplaceable habitats. 

Retention of as much habitats as feasible, with focus on medium distinctiveness 

habitats 

4.5 Did you use your local nature recovery strategy to inform the strategic 
significance of habitats? 
This includes other specified strategies if you do not have a local nature recovery 

strategy. 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

 
4.6 How will you achieve the target net gain percentage? 

☒ On-site 

☐ Off-site 

☐ Both 

 
4.7 Are any of your on-site enhancements considered ‘significant’? 
Find out what counts as a significant on-site enhancement. 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

 

4.8 If yes, tell us about the significant on-site enhancements  
Include the appropriate planning condition or how you’ve secured the habitat. 

Individual tree planting, introduced shrub planting, creation of grasslands and 

enhancement of other woodland, mixed and grassland.  

4.9 If no, how many off-site biodiversity units do you need to meet 10% net 
gain? 

N/A 
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4.10 Explain why you’re using off-site biodiversity units 

Only answer this question if you’re planning to use off-site biodiversity units (250 

words). 

N/A 

4.11 Explain why you’re planning to use statutory biodiversity credits 

Only answer this question if you’re planning to use statutory biodiversity credits (250 

words). 

N/A 

4.12 Do you have a habitat management and monitoring plan? 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

 
4.13 Have you used the statutory biodiversity metric tool? 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

 
4.14 Biodiversity metric calculation  
Send your biodiversity metric calculation to the LPA and enter the file name. 

T9105.1_Leonardslee 

Gardens_Biodiversity_Metric_Calculation_Tool_Up

dated Nov 2025 

 
4.15 Condition assessments 

Send your condition assessments to the LPA and enter the file name. 

Within this report 

4.16 Pre-development habitat survey report and map 

Send your baseline habitat survey report and map to the LPA. Enter the file name. 

Within this report 

4.17 Post-development habitat map or landscape plan 

Send your post-development habitat survey report and map to the LPA. Enter the file 
name. 

Within this report 

4.18 Have you included an approved habitat degradation in the baseline? 
If yes, include the relevant consenting body and reference number. 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

 
Consenting body 
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N/A 

Reference number 

N/A 
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5. Irreplaceable habitats 

5.1 Does the development impact any irreplaceable habitats? 
If yes, tell us if you’ve submitted an approved compensation plan. 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

 
5.2 Have you submitted an approved compensation plan? 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

  



  

Temple 

Leonardslee Estate / Biodiversity Gain Plan / Report for Leonardslee Gardens 68 

6. On-site habitat enhancements  

(a) Answer this section if your development includes on-site habitat 

enhancements. 

6.1 Survey date 
For example, 3/11/2023 

May 2025 

6.2 Survey constraints 
For example, access issues, weather, or seasonal constraints. 

See limitations within this report 

6.3 Total pre-development biodiversity value 
Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric 
calculation. 
 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

1.46 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 

0.05 

Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

0.00 

6.4 Total post-development biodiversity value 
Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric 
calculation. 
 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

1.62 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 

0.15 

Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

0.00 

6.5 Total net change in biodiversity units 
Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric 
calculation. 
 
Area habitat biodiversity units 
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0.15 

Area habitat biodiversity units % change 

10.43% 

Hedgerow biodiversity units 

0.15 

Hedgerow biodiversity units % change 

201.64% 

Watercourse biodiversity units 

0.00 

Watercourse biodiversity units % change 

0.00% 

6.6 Will you register and allocate any biodiversity units from your site to other 
developments? 
If yes or provisionally, give details. 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

6.7 Give details 
Tell us about the amount of biodiversity units and the development location (250 

words). 

N/A 
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7. Off-site habitat enhancements  

(b) Answer this section if your development includes off-site habitat 

enhancements. 

7.1 Tell us about the off-site habitat enhancements 
Include whether you’re delivering the off-site enhancements or buying biodiversity 

units. 

N/A 

7.2 Biodiversity gain site register reference number 

N/A 

7.3 How have you secured the off-site habitat enhancements?  
Tell us about any responsible bodies and whether you’ve used an S106 or 
conservation covenant. 

N/A 

7.4 Total pre-development biodiversity value 
Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric 
calculation. 
 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 

 

Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

 

7.5 Total post-development biodiversity value  
Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric 
calculation. 
 
Number of area habitat biodiversity units 

 

Number of hedgerow biodiversity units 

 

Number of watercourse biodiversity units 

 

7.6 Total net change in biodiversity units 
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Enter the number from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric 

calculation. 

Area habitat biodiversity units 

 

Area habitat biodiversity units % change 

 

Hedgerow biodiversity units 

 

Hedgerow biodiversity units % change 

 

Watercourse biodiversity units 

 

Watercourse biodiversity units % change 

 

  



  

Temple 

Leonardslee Estate / Biodiversity Gain Plan / Report for Leonardslee Gardens 72 

8. Statutory biodiversity credits 

(c) Answer this section if you need to use statutory biodiversity credits. 

8.1 Do you need to use statutory biodiversity credits? 

☐ Yes 

☒ No 

8.2 How many statutory biodiversity credits do you need?  
Tell us the unit shortfall by tier, including the spatial risk multiplier. Enter the number 

from the headline results in your statutory biodiversity metric calculation. 

A1 
A2 
A3 

 

A4 

 

A5 

 

H 

 

W 

 

8.3 What evidence is there that no units are available through the market? 
Send a message from at least 3 habitat providers, or a search result from online 
registers. 

 

8.4 Proof of purchase 
Send proof of purchase and enter the reference number. 
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9. Trading summary 

9.1 Distinctiveness group 
Tell us if the trading was satisfied for each distinctiveness group. If the trading was 
not satisfied, tell us if you agreed bespoke compensation. 
 
Very high 

N/A  

High 

N/A  

Medium 

Yes 

Low 

Yes 

10. Sharing data (optional) 

10.1 Can we share your ecological survey data with the Local Environmental 
Records Centre or other bodies? 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 
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