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The situation regarding Ifield Golf Club - within the HDC boundary - understandably carries strong 
feeling within the parish community. National planning policy contains specific tests regarding the 
loss of sports and recreational facilities, including requirements relating to equivalent or better 
provision and accessibility. If the loss of the golf course is to be justified within the planning system, 
those policy tests must be met clearly and transparently. 
The speculative planning application by Homes England to HDC, and the planning inspector's Local 
Plan examination, are separate legal tracks. Horsham District Council is not automatically 
prevented from determining the application. However, planning in England is intended to be plan-
led. Where housing numbers and spatial strategy are under active examination, sequencing 
becomes important. 
Nothing has yet been decided. The Local Plan has not been adopted. The Inspector’s staged 
approach indicates that evidence and justification must be tested carefully. 
Whatever view one takes on West of Ifield, clarity about process is essential and critical. Calm, 
informed and structured participation will be more effective than confusion, speculation or noisy 
political rhetoric. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Richard W. Symonds MCIPD 
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