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1 Introduction  

Planning permission is being sought for a residential development to be constructed on the site 
Land West of Shoreham Road, Small Dole.  

This report summaries an acoustic survey and assessment of the site for residential development in 
line with current national and Local Authority guidance for the purpose of supplementing the 
planning application 

1.1 Site Description 

The site is located on land west of Shoreham Road (A2307), Small Dole, West Sussex. The site and 
 the figure below. 

A description of the surrounding area is detailed below: 

▪ North  Residential properties along New Hall Road. 

▪ East  The A2307 runs along the eastern boundary of the site. 

▪ South  Some residential properties located along A2307 and agricultural land. 

▪ West  Agricultural land and the Southbank Equestrian Centre 

The site falls within the jurisdiction of Horsham District Council. 

 

Figure 1 Proposed Development Site 
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subsequent design stages.  The document also encourages undertaking early consultation with the 
local planning authority to obtain appropriate feedback on the proposed acoustic methodology. 

2.4 Local Planning Authority 

2.4.1 Planning Advice Document: Sussex 

Detailed guidance on design criteria for new noise sensitive developments for the Horsham District 
is provided in Planning Advice Document: Sussex 2021.  

Section 6.5 states: 

 

noise levels likely to give rise to any adverse impact, noise mitigation will be 

required. 

 

6.5.2. Design control measures should aim to meet the recommended standards set 

out in table 4 of BS 8233:2014 and regular night time noise events such as 

scheduled aircraft or passing trains which can cause sleep disturbance shall be 

minimized and assessed as (LAfmax), as recommended in the World Health 

 

are particular reasons why this is not considered appropriate. In such cases, a 

clear explanation of the reasons should be provided. 

 

6.5.3. As the standards for BS 8233:2014 and the WHO relate only to anonymous 

noise, eg distant road traffic and noise without characteristics such as impulsivity, 

low frequency content or tones then, if these are present, additional discussion 

will be required with the LPA for the purpose of establishing suitable assessment 

techniques and standards to be achieved eg BS 4142:2014 + A1: 2019 for 

delivery noise. 

 

6.5.4. While noise mitigation measures can be used to achieve suitable internal sound 

levels, preference is to be given to criteria based on windows being partially 

open. 

 

6.5.5 Where the property is at risk of overheating an overheating assessment shall be 

conducted in accordance with Acoustics Ventilation and Overheating (AVO) 

 

the Assessment of Overheating Risk in Homes (TM59: 2017).  
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It is anticipated that the opening of windows to relieve overheating is likely to meet the 
requirements of Approved Document O in bedrooms at night, where applicable. This is due to the 
external night-time LAeq,8h and LAmax being at a level where an open window sufficient to mitigate 
overheating will provide sufficient sound reduction to meet the internal Approved Document O 
criteria for bedrooms at night. This is with the assumption that an open window in a medium risk 
environment will provide 9dB sound reduction. 

4.6 External Amenity 

All assessed external amenity are within the BS8233 recommended upper limit of 55dB LAeq,16h, with 
a significant majority of the site within the desirable limit of 50dB LAeq,16h.   
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5 Summary 

Planning permission is being sought for the construction of a residential development on the Land 
West of Shoreham Road, Small Dole. A noise survey has been undertaken at the site and noise 
levels have been duly assessed in terms of average (LAeq) and maximum (LAmax) noise levels. 

An assessment of internal noise levels has shown that the limits set out within the local authority 
requirements can be met. Specifications for the glazing and ventilation acoustic performance have 
been provided to demonstrate the requirements of BS8233:2014 and of the local planning authority 
are met. 

It can be concluded that noise to the proposed development can be controlled in a sufficient 
manner to meet the requirements of the local authority, and in line with national planning policy 
and guidance. 
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Appendix B   Noise Contour Maps  
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Appendix C   National Planning Policy  

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): 2024  

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (published March 2012 & updated December 2024) 
is the means by which noise is considered within the planning regime. The NPPF does not contain 
assessment design targets, instead providing a series of policies, giving local authorities the 
flexibility in meeting the needs of local communities. The NPPF states: 

unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or 
noise pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local 
environmental conditions such as air and water quality, taking into account relevant information such 
as river basin management plans  

location taking into account the likely effects (including cumulative effects) of pollution on health, 
living conditions and the natural environment, as well as the potential sensitivity of the site or the 
wider area to impacts that could arise from the development. In doing so they should:  

a) mitigate and reduce to a minimum potential adverse impact resulting from noise from new 
development  and avoid noise giving rise to significant adverse impacts on health and the quality 
of life;  

b) identify and protect tranquil areas which have remained relatively undisturbed by noise and are 
 

with existing businesses and community facilities (such as places of worship, pubs, music venues and 
sports clubs). Existing businesses and facilities should not have unreasonable restrictions placed on 
them as a result of development permitted after they were established. Where the operation of an 
existing business or community facility could have a significant adverse effect on new development 
(including chan

 

Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE): 2010 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and sets out the approach to noise within the 
 

The significance of impacts from noise are defined within the NPSE as follows: 

impacts, for example, by the World Health Organisation. They are: 

NOEL  (No Observed Effect Level) - This is the level below which no effect can be detected. In 
simple terms, below this level, there is no detectable effect on health and quality of life due to the 
noise. 

LOAEL (Lowest Observed Adverse Effect Level) - This is the level above which adverse effects on 
health and quality of life can be detected. 












