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1.0 SUMMARY 

1.1 The Preliminary Ecological Assessment undertaken at Cotlands Paddock, Brighton Road, 

Cowfold (NGR: TQ 215717 23624) provided an evaluation of habitats, species and ecological 

constraints associated with the proposed installation of four static caravan pitches within the 

northeastern portion of the site. The landscape surrounding the site consisted of modified 

grassland, large mature trees and extensive woodland edges, offering strong ecological 

connectivity. No statutory designated sites were present within the search radius, though 

blocks of deciduous and ancient semi-natural woodland occurred within 500m. Onsite habitats 

included modified grassland, deciduous woodland, a species-rich hedgerow and several 

mature to veteran oak trees, all of which contributed ecological value. 

1.2 A desk study confirmed a typical bat assemblage for a semi-rural landscape, with records for 

noctule, common and soprano pipistrelle, brown long-eared bat and whiskered bat. Mature 

boundary trees held features suitable for roosting bats, but as these trees were outside the 

development footprint, no impacts on roosting bats were predicted. The woodland edge and 

hedgerows provided moderate to high bat foraging and commuting value. Amphibian records 

included great crested newt, smooth newt and palmate newt, with thirteen ponds located 

within 500m; however, the modified grassland within the footprint was unsuitable, and the 

GCN Rapid Risk Assessment returned ‘Green: Offence Highly Unlikely’. Although reptiles were 

recorded in the wider area, the grazed and regularly cut grassland within the works area was 

of negligible suitability. Hedgehog,  and hazel dormouse were recorded within the 

wider landscape, but onsite habitats supported limited suitability and no setts or dormouse 

habitat were identified within the development footprint. 

1.2 The proposed development was assessed as unlikely to significantly impact ecological 

receptors, provided that precautionary and protective measures were implemented. 

Woodland edges, hedgerows and mature trees should be protected using buffer zones and 

root protection fencing during construction. Vegetation clearance should occur outside the 

bird nesting season or follow a pre-works nesting bird check. A precautionary method of works 

was recommended to avoid harm to any amphibians or reptiles that may be present. External 

lighting should follow BCT (2023) guidance to minimise impacts on bats. Opportunities for 

biodiversity enhancement included installing bat and bird boxes, planting native trees, shrubs 

and species-rich hedgerows, and creating pollinator-friendly landscaped areas. Overall, the 

assessment concluded that the development could proceed with minimal ecological risk when 

appropriate mitigation and enhancement measures were adopted. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 This report presents the findings of a Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA) located at 

Cotlands Paddock, Brighton Road, Cowfold, RH13 8AU, NGR: TQ  21571 23624.  

  

2.2 Figure 1: Site Survey Location (Red Line Boundary) 

 

 Site Location  

2.3   The site was situated within a semi-rural landscape characterised by a mosaic of modified 

grassland fields, scattered mature trees and extensive boundary woodland. The surrounding 

land consisted largely of open pasture framed by well-established hedgerows and treelines, 

while more substantial blocks of deciduous woodland formed a continuous belt along the 

northern and eastern edges of the field. Beyond these wooded areas, further pastoral land and 

small patches of wet ground or scrub were present, giving the wider setting a varied structure 

and high degree of enclosure. The site was positioned on relatively level ground within this 

gently undulating landscape, with clear connectivity to woodland habitats that extended into 

the broader rural environment. 

 Aim of this Study 

2.4 The aim of this habitat survey was to assess the habitats present on and adjacent to the 

property and to evaluate the potential for protected species to be present. Recommendations 

on any further survey requirements, actions to preserve the habitats present and 

enhancements have been made, as a result, of the findings of this habitat survey. These 

findings should be used within the design phase of the proposals, to minimise the impacts for 
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biodiversity, through careful design to avoid negative effects where possible. The survey 

findings then enable a prediction of the potential impacts of any ecological receptors present 

to be made in each specific case. 

 Development proposal 

2.5 It is proposed that four static caravan pitches are installed within the northeastern section of 

the site boundary. This will include access track, hard standing for parking and ancillary 

buildings.  

 

2.6 Figure 2: Development Proposal (Manorwood Ltd) 
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Quecrus robur with occasional stands of  ash Fraxinus excelsior. A scrub layer was present, 

comprising of hazel Corylus avellana, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and blackthorn Prunus 

spinosa. 

 

4.14 Deciduous Trees (3 veteran and one large) -  There were three oak trees along the eastern site 

boundary. The size of these trees was indicative of these being mature/ veteran status. There 

was a single large oak located just along the site boundary to the south. All of these trees are 

outside of the development footprint and are not considered to be impacted by the proposed 

works. 

 

4.15 Native Species Hedge	 –	 This habitat was situated along the eastern site boundary and 

consisted of a mix of native woody species including hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel and younger 

stems of field maple. The structure showed a largely unmanaged form, with a full shrub layer 

extending from ground level to approximately 3.0–4.0 m in height. Its outline was irregular 

due to the presence of protruding branches, accumulated bramble Rubus fruticosus agg and 

occasional suckering blackthorn stems.  
 

 

5.0 POTENTIAL FOR PROTECTED SPECIES  

 Birds 

5.1 Several widespread and habitat-generalist bird species were present within the site boundary, 

particularly given the mix of grassland, hedgerow, scattered trees and nearby woodland. These 

included robin Erithacus rubecula, blackbird Turdus merula, wren Troglodytes troglodytes, blue 

tit Cyanistes caeruleus, great tit Parus major, chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, goldfinch Carduelis 

carduelis, dunnock Prunella modularis, woodpigeon Columba palumbus and magpie Pica pica.  

 Bats 

5.2 There were mature/ veteran oak trees around the site boundary, which exhibited features 

(cracks, woodpecker holes, splits and tear outs) that bats could potentially occupy for roosting. 

At present, these trees are not likely to be impacted by the proposed development works at 

this location.  

 

5.3 Bat foraging and commuting habitat was present along the woodland edge to the north, the 

hedge line to the east and around the tree canopies of the large mature trees along the 

western boundary of the site survey area. The surrounding habitats can be considered as 

having a moderate/ high value for bat  commuting and foraging.  
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 Terrestrial and Riparian Mammals 

  

 

  

 

5.9 Records of hedgehog were present within the 2.0km search area and the habitat present 

within the development site did provide some foraging and sheltering opportunities. The site 

had a low potential to support hedgehogs.   

 

5.10 Records of dormice were not present within the 2.0km search radius. The deciduous woodland 

and hedgerow present to the north and east were connected to the wider landscape and 

therefore were suitable habitat for dormice. The other habitats present within the site also 

had limited value and poor connectivity to suitable dormouse habitat. The areas impacted by 

the proposed works do not consist of habitat that would normally be considered as suitable 

for dormice.  

 

5.11 There were not any suitable habitats that could potentially support riparian mammals within 

the site survey area.  

 Invasive and Non-Native Species 

5.12 No invasive species were noted during the survey.  

 

 

6.0 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Designated Sites and Habitats 

6.1 The size and scope of the development scheme is not particularly extensive and is not likely to 

have any adverse impact on any priority habitats. There were not any statutory designated 

sites within the search radius and there were not any areas of ancient woodland within 50m 

of the development footprint. 

 

6.2 The adjacent habitats, notably the woodland to the north, the hedgerow to the east and the 

mature large trees along the western site boundary should all be protected during the 

construction phase. A 10m buffer zone should be installed, using Heras fencing between these 

habitats and the construction site. Root protection zones should be installed around the 

mature large trees, with Heras fencing using to ensure no incursions into these areas take 

place.  
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 Birds 

6.3 Breeding birds are protected, making it an offence to intentionally (or recklessly) kill, injure or 

take any wild bird, and to take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while that nest is 

in use or being built, or take or destroy an egg of any wild bird.  As a result, any vegetation 

clearance should avoid the breeding season (March to August inclusive). Nests are protected 

throughout the year, not just within the specified nesting season.  

 

6.4 If this were not possible, a suitably experienced ecologist would be required to check areas of 

vegetation immediately prior to works being carried out (within 24hrs).  If birds were found to 

be breeding at this time in these locations, clearance works would not be permitted to proceed 

until the young had fledged the nest and at least a 10m works exclusion zone be placed around 

the nest. If any vegetation is cleared outside of the bird nesting season, then all resultant brash 

should be removed from site to ensure that it does not provide suitable nesting habitat.  

 Roosting Bats 

6.5 No features that have potential for roosting bats are predicted to be impacted by the proposed 

development works. Therefore, no further surveys  for these are recommended. Should the 

footprint of the works change and any of these trees impacted, then further surveys of these 

trees are recommended relating to bat roosting potential.  

Bats and Lighting 

6.6 Bat species have been recorded within the 2.0m historical records search and the habitats 

present onsite and in the immediate surroundings can be considered as having moderate to 

high commuting and foraging habitat.  Any lighting installed as a result of this development 

will conform to the specifications which are outlined within BCT Guidance Note (2023b). This 

will reduce any light pollution that could impact nocturnal activity of fauna, namely bat 

species, some of which are extremely sensitive to light pollution.  Light spill into adjacent 

habitats will be reduced and avoided by the following: 

 

• All luminaries will lack UV elements; metal halide and fluorescent sources will be 

avoided, 

• A warm white light spectrum on external lighting will be adopted (<2700kelvin) to 

reduce the blue light component, 

• LED luminaries will be used where a sharp cut off is required to avoid light spill into 

adjacent habitat, 

• External luminaries will feature wavelengths higher that 550nm to avoid the 

component of light most disturbing to bats, 

• Column heights of external lighting will be limited, 
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• Luminaries will be mounted on the horizontal plane, with no upwards tilt, 

• Security lighting will be set on motion sensors and on short timers (<1min). 

 Terrestrial Mammals 

6.8 Hedgehog have seen their number decline significantly over the last 13 years by around 66%. 

There were records for hedgehog within 2.0km. The habitats present on site were of some 

value to hedgehogs and they may access the site  if they are present within 

the wider area.  

 

6.9 During the construction phase any deep trenches or excavations should be covered overnight 

to ensure any animals including hedgehogs, do not become trapped. This measure would also 

be pertinent for all mammals,   

 

6.10 To enhance the site for hedgehog post-development the planting of native trees, shrubs and 

hedgerows and the provision of gaps of at least 15cm by 15cm under any new fences or 

alternatively the use of hedgerows rather than fences will ensure this species continues to 

have access to the site and can use the site for foraging, commuting and shelter. 

Great Crested Newt and Reptiles 

6.11 The great crested newt receives full protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended). This prohibits the intentional or reckless killing, injuring or taking (capture, etc); 

possession; intentional or accidental disturbance whilst occupying a ‘place used for shelter or 

protection’ and intentional or reckless destruction of these places; sale, barter, exchange, 

transporting for sale and advertising to sell or buy.   

 

6.12 The site, is considered, to be of negligible risk regarding harm to great crested newt and 

reptiles. To further reduce any risk of harm, a non-licenced method of works is recommended, 

the detail of which are presented below: 

 

6.13 All clearance works should ideally be taken when common reptiles are likely to be fully active 

i.e. during the April to September period,  

• Clearance of logs, brash, stones, rocks or piles of similar debris will be undertaken 

carefully and by hand,  

• Clearance of tall vegetation should be undertaken using a strimmer or brush 

cutter with all cuttings raked and removed the same day. Cutting will only be 

undertaken in a phased way which may either include:  
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o Cutting vegetation to a height of no less than 30mm,clearing no more 

than one third of the site in anyone day or, 

o Cutting vegetation over three consecutive days to a height of no less 

than 150mm at the first cut, 75mm at the second cut and 30mm at the 

third cut,  

• Following removal of tall scrub using the methods outlined above, remaining 

vegetation will be maintained at a height of 30mm through regular mowing or 

strimming to discourage common reptiles from returning, 

• Ground clearance of any remaining low vegetation (if required) and any ground 

works will only be undertaken following the works outlined above,  

• Any trenches left overnight will be covered or provided with ramps to prevent 

common reptiles from becoming trapped,  

• Any building materials such a brick, stone etc. will be stored on pallets to 

discourage reptiles and amphibians from using them as shelter. Any demolition 

materials will be stored in skips or similar containers rather than in piles on ground. 

6.14 In the event that great crested newts are found on site during works, all work must cease, and 

the applicant must contact Natural England with regards to obtaining a licence to undertake 

the works. Should any reptiles which are likely to be affected by the development be 

discovered during construction,  works will cease immediately. The developer will then seek 

the advice of a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist and works will only proceed in 

accordance with the advice they provide. 
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7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT AND NETGAIN 

7.1  Development plans should maximise opportunities for enhancement, in order, to achieve a 

net increase in biodiversity. The measures outlined below provide the means to achieve this 

enhancement.   

 

7.2 A biodiversity net gain report will be produced which details the habitats on site pre 

development and post development and measures that will be required to meet biodiversity 

net gain would be detailed within this report  

 

7.3 As part of the scheme, it is recommended to install bird and bat boxes. These would provide 

an ecological enhancement by providing suitable roosting and nesting locations for these 

protected species. These bat and bird boxes could be installed on any retained mature trees 

on site or through the use of in-built boxes in the new properties. The location of the boxes 

should avoid high levels of sunlight during the summer months and be located away from 

windows and doors.  

 

7.4 Tree and shrub planting of native species within the proposed gardens would provide and 

contribute to the ecological value of these areas of habitats. Native herbaceous and grassland 

species could also be planted into newly landscape areas, providing a valuable nectar source 

for invertebrate species. It is also recommended that new species rich hedgerows are planted 

along boundaries where none are present and between plot boundaries.  

.  
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APPENDIX A: PRELIMINARY ECOLOGICAL WALKOVER SURVEY HABITAT MAP 
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APPENDIX B: SITE PHOTOS 

Plate 1: Large Trees Plate 2: Large Tree Plate 3: Northern Woodland 
Edge 

Plate 4: Large Trees and 
Woodland Edge 

Plate 5: Modified Grassland 

     
Plate 6:Eastern Boundary Plate 7: Grassland and 

Woodland Edge 
Plate 8: Southern View from 
Grassland 

Plate 9: Modified Grassland Palte 10: Western View  

     
 
  









 
 

 27 
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