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Sent: 15 January 2026 13:19
To: Planning
Cc:  

 
 

 
 

 

Subject: OBJECTION TO PLANNING APPLICATION D/C25/1312 -WEST OF IFIELD HYBRID 
APPLICATION

Categories: Comments Received

  

FOR THE ATTENTION OF JASON HAWKES 

  

  

Dear Mr Hawkes 

  

there has been extensive coverage in the press and in the media regarding the ongoing pressures 
on local NHS services which have resulted in Surrey and Sussex NHS Trust declaring a Critical 
Incident'. For ease of reference I have included some details from the public statements as 
follows: 

  

TRUST DECLARES CRITICAL INCIDENT DUE TO ONGOING 
PRESSURE WITHIN SURREY. 

Along with other local hospitals, Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust have declared a critical incident due to the significant ongoing 
pressure on their services. Critical incidents – which reflect a level of NHS escalation that enables trusts to focus on critical services – are a 
result of a surge in complex attendances to ED departments and ongoing challenges in discharging patients who are well enough to leave 
hospital.  The current situation is exacerbated by increases in flu and norovirus cases and a rise in staff sickness. The recent cold weather has 
also had an impact with more frail patients needing to be admitted to hospital. 

Members of the public can help the local NHS manage these periods of demand by ensuring they are seeking help from the most appropriate 
health services: 

In addition, visitors to East Surrey Hospital are also being asked to follow additional infection control measures to help reduce the spread of 
winter viruses such as Flu and Norovirus – including practicing good hand-hygiene, reducing their movement around the site, and wearing 
masks in clinical areas. Visitors should also consider not visiting the hospital if they have symptoms associated with respiratory conditions, 
including COVID-19 and flu, or diarrhoea or vomiting.  



2

Katrina O'Shea, Acting Chief Nurse at Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust said: 

"East Surrey Hospital is currently experiencing very high demand, alongside increased levels of 
winter viruses, which is impacting staffing and how we move patients around our site. As a 
result, our services are under significant pressure.  

"Our teams are working around the clock to care for patients, but please only attend East 
Surrey Hospital in a life-threatening emergency. 

“If your condition isn’t life-threatening, please utilise other NHS services such as 111 online, 
your local pharmacy or GP, as well as nearby treatment centres at Crawley, Caterham Dene, 
Horsham and East Grinstead. This will help ensure emergency care is available to patients who 
need it most.” 

I have highlighted the comments made by Katrina O'Shea, Acting Chief Nurse at Surrey and 
Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust in respect of East Surry hospital,  While the premises are located 
in Surrey, it remains the main treatment centre for the residents of the borough of Crawley and 
it environs including Ifield.  I can say this with certainty as  my self have 
been patients there in the past, as indeed have several of my neighbours.   East Surrey Hospital 
previously declared a 'Critical Incident' in the winter of 2022/2023 and so this in not the first 
time that our local services have come under pressure, and it is unlikely to be the last.  As far as 
I am aware there are no plans to expand/upgrade the facilities at either East Surrey or Crawley 
hospitals.   

Homes England's proposal for an additional  3,000 homes, with a likely increase of some 9,000 
people, will only exacerbate the situation and add further pressures on medical facilities - 
hospitals, GP surgeries and dental practices - struggling to meet demand.  
In the circumstances, again I ask that you, the elected representatives, heed the concerns of of 
those constituents who will be severely and dramatically impacted by these proposals, and 
refuse this hybrid Planning Application and send Homes England and their monstrous proposals 
packing. 
Yours aye 

 

 'Greenacre' Rusper Road, Ifield, Crawley. West Sussex RH11 0LN 

cc Horsham District Councillors 




