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UK Habs Description and Codes: 
Developed Land; Sealed Surface [u1b] 
There is a concrete driveway to the northeast of site. 
 
Artificial unvegetated – unsealed surface [u1c] 
There is a small area of shingle connecting the driveway to B2. 
 
Bramble Scrub [h3d] 
There is a long, thin strip of bramble scrub between B1 and the site boundary along the east of site. In 
addition, there is a small area of bramble scrub to the far northeast of site, with a small amount of cherry 
laurel present. 
 
Scattered trees [u1 32] 
Fifteen scattered trees were identified on site. Trees of the same species within close proximity of each 
other have been grouped together. 
 

Tree number Species Size Condition 
T1 – T6 Ash Small Moderate 
T7 Ash Medium Moderate 
T8 – T9 Ash Small Moderate 
T10 Poplar Small Moderate 
T11 – T12 Cherry Small Moderate 
T13 Chestnut Small Moderate 
T14 Chestnut Medium Moderate 
T15 Cherry Medium Moderate 

 
 
Modified grass [g4] with bare ground [510] 
There are two distinct areas of modified grassland on site: 
The modified grassland in the centre and north of site has clear signs of heavy footfall and management, 
resulting in a very short sward (~5cm) and areas of bare ground throughout. Species present include 
perennial rye grass lolium perenne (D), common daisy bellis perennis (F), willow herb chamaenerion 
augustifolium (O) and spear moss calliergonella cuspidata (O).  
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The modified grassland to the south and west of site appears to be largely unmanaged with varied sword 
length between 5cm and 20cm. Species present include perennial rye grass lolium perenne (D), Yorkshire 
fog holcus lanatus (F), common daisy bellis perennis (F), broad leaved dock rumex obtusifolius (F), creeping 
buttercup ranunculus repens (O), cow parsley anthriscus sylvestris (O) and stinging nettle utrica dioica (R). 
 
In addition, there is an area of bare ground to the southwest of site at the site boundary, with no vegetation 
except the scattered trees present in this area. 
 
Buildings [u1b5] 
There is one permanent and one temporary building on site: 
B1 is a large barn along the eastern site boundary. 
B2 is a shipping container currently being utilised as a building to the northwest of B1. 
 
 
Local notable habitats 
Within a 2km radius of the site the following priority habitats have been identified: 

• Deciduous woodland, closest parcel 125m north of site 
• Ancient woodland, closest parcel 225m north of site 
• Traditional orchards, closest parcel ~325m east of site 
• No main habitat but additional habitat exists, closest parcel 575m north of site 
• Woodpasture and parkland, closest parcel ~1.25km east of site  

Foreseen Impacts The habitats on site are widespread and not notable. The scattered trees and the majority of the grassland 
on site are expected to be retained based on the proposed plan, with an area of managed grassland being 
removed to accommodate the new dwellings. The remaining grassland, however, is likely to be subject to 
more intense management than it is at present as this will be incorporated into private gardens 
associated with the residential dwellings. The bramble scrub on site is expected to be removed. No impact 
on adjacent or nearby habitats off site is foreseen. 

Recommendations Best practice measures to minimise the possibility of pollution must be implemented during construction. 
 
A biodiversity net gain (BNG) report is unlikely to be required for the proposal, as the application will be 
submitted as self-build/custom build (one of the exemptions). 
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a network of hedge and tree lined fields, providing suitable connectivity between the site and more 
substantial habitat nearby. The site is therefore considered to have moderate suitability for foraging and 
commuting bats. 

 
                            Fig 1 

B1 - overview B1 (Fig 2) is a gabled barn with walls constructed of breezeblocks on the northern and eastern elevation 
and corrugated metal along the southern and western elevation. The roof is constructed of corrugated 
metal, interspersed with sheets of corrugated plastic. There is a large, metal door to the north of the 
building, and windows along the western elevation.  

 
                            Fig 2 

B1 – exterior The breezeblock and mortar walls appear to be in good condition (Fig 3), leaving no gaps. The windows (Fig 
4) and doors (Fig 5) appear to be tightly fitting and in good condition, leaving no gaps. 
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                              Fig 9 

B1 – suitability assessment B1 has been assessed as having negligible value for roosting bats. The interior is considered to be 
unsuitable for roosting bats, and only one, sub-optimal feature was identified externally. It is therefore 
considered highly unlikely that any bat roosts are present in or on B1. 

B2 - summary B2 is a shipping container constructed entirely of metal with a flat roof (Fig 10). There is a door on the 
western elevation with large glass panels. Due to a combination of the metal construction resulting in high 
levels of temperature fluctuation and the glass panels on the door allowing high levels of lights into the 
interior, this is not considered to be a suitable roosting location for void or crevice dwelling bat species. 

 
                              Fig 10 

Trees No trees are expected to be removed as a result of the proposed development or are within close proximity 
of the proposed works. 

 
Foreseen Impacts 

At the time of writing, plans have not yet been finalised. The below impacts and recommendations will be 
updated once the finalised plans have been completed. 
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B1 has been assessed as having negligible suitability for roosting bats, and B2 has been assessed as having 
no suitability for roosting bats. Therefore, there are no anticipated impacts on roosting bats as a result of 
the proposed development. 
 
The construction of residential dwellings at this site will results in an increase in light levels, which could 
disturb foraging and commuting bats. 

Recommendations A low impact lighting strategy will be adopted for the site during post-development which outlines the 
areas of the site that will be retained as dark corridors. Parameters can be found on the Bat Conservation 
Trust website. 
 
Biodiversity Enhancement Opportunities: 
The installation of two integrated bat boxes, one box each on two of the new dwellings, will provide 
additional roosting habitat for bats. 

Bat boxes should be positioned 3-5m above ground level facing in a south or south-westerly direction 
with a clear flight path to and from the entrance, away from artificial light. 
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A rapid risk assessment was completed for the site assuming that all ponds nearby are breeding ponds. 
The result of the rapid risk assessment was “Amber: Offence Likely”. The rapid risk assessment will be 
updated upon receipt of the finalised plans. 

 

 
 

Amphibians require suitable aquatic habitat in which to breed. There are several ponds within 500m of 
site, however, there are no ponds present within the site boundary and the majority of ponds are 
separated from site by roads, reducing the likelihood of amphibians commuting from these ponds to site. 
The area of grassland being removed is heavily managed, with short sword length of ~5cm and areas of 
bare ground throughout, limiting its suitability for amphibians. The thin area of bramble scrub along the 
eastern boundary provides suboptimal terrestrial amphibian habitat. The rapid risk assessment results in 
“Amber: offence likely”, and individuals may be present within the vicinity of the works. 

Foreseen Impacts Heavily managed lawn and bramble scrub will be removed as part of the proposed development, and the 
currently unmanage other neutral grassland is likely to be subject to more intensive management due to 
its incorporation into private gardens associated with the residential dwellings on site. Amphibians 
present on site may be injured or killed without mitigation.  

Recommendations Environmental DNA (eDNA) surveys will be required of any ponds within 100m of the site (where accessible) 
to determine the presence or absence of great crested newts. This will comprise collecting water samples 
and sending them off for laboratory analysis and such surveys must be undertaken between mid-April and 
June, in accordance with current survey guidelines (Biggs et al, 2014). 
 
The surveys are likely to be required before planning permission can be granted. 
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Biodiversity Enhancement Opportunities: 
• Species-rich/wildflower grassland could be planted along the western site boundary to improve 

foraging opportunities on site. 
• Native hedgerow could be planted along the site boundary to improve connectivity between site and 

other substantial habitat nearby. 
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Appendix 1: Survey/Habitat map 
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Appendix 2: PRA Plan 
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Appendix 3: Location Map 
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Appendix 4: Proposed plan 
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Appendix 5: Photos 

  
Picture 1: Bramble scrub to the east of site Picture 2: Managed modified grassland with areas of bare ground 

in the centre of site 

  
Picture 3: Unmanaged modified grassland to the south of site 

 
Picture 4: Unmanaged modified grassland to the south of site with 

scattered trees 
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Limitations and Copyright 

 

Legal 

Arbtech Consulting Limited has prepared this report for the sole use of the above-named client or their agents in accordance with our 

General Terms and Conditions, under which our services are performed. It is expressly stated that no other warranty, expressed or implied, is 

made as to the professional advice included in this report or any other services provided by us. This report may not be relied upon by any 

other party without the prior and express written agreement of Arbtech Consulting Limited. The conclusions and recommendations 

contained in this report are based upon information provided by third parties. Information obtained from third parties has not been 

independently verified by Arbtech Consulting Limited. 

 

© This report is the copyright of Arbtech Consulting Limited. Any unauthorised reproduction or usage by any person other than the 

addressee is strictly prohibited. 

 

 

 

 

 

  






