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CALL FOR A COUNCIL JOINT ACTION PLAN - UNDER
SUSSEX NATURE RECOVERY LNRS - TO PROTECT AND
ENHANCE THE HISTORIC IFIELD COURT FARM MOATED
AREA WITHIN ANCIENT PARISH - AND PREVENT AN
ECOLOGICAL EMERGENCY

To:

The Chief Executive, West Sussex County Council
The Chief Executive, Crawley Borough Council
The Chief Executive, Horsham District Council

Cc: Gatwick Airport Limited

Dear Chief Executives,

Call for a Council Joint Area Action Plan [JAAP] - under the Sussex Nature Recovery LNRS - to
protect and enhance the historic Ifield Court Farm moated area within the ancient parish -
and prevent an Ecological Emergency ['Country park and reserve'/'Map of Ifield's treasures’,
Crawley Observer, Nov 12]

[ am writing to call for an immediate Joint Area Action Plan [JAAP] - under the Sussex Nature
Recovery LNRS [Local Nature Recovery Strategy] - from West Sussex County Council [WSCC],
Crawley Borough Council [CBC] and Horsham District Council [HDC], especially in the light of three
significant developments concerning the threatened landscape of the ancient Parish of Ifield - in
particular the Ifield Court Farm moated area, a nationally-protected Scheduled Monument within the
geographical heart of the parish [along with St Margaret's Grade 1 listed church']

1. Historic England’s formal assessment (24 September 2025)

Historic England has now issued a clear and unambiguous warning regarding the current West of
Ifield planning application (DC/25/1312):




“The proposals cause harm to the significance of the Medieval moated site at Ifield Court [Scheduled
Monument] and St Margaret’s Church [Grade I listed]”

This authoritative statement establishes beyond any doubt that the proposed development would
cause national-level heritage harm to both the Scheduled Monument and the Grade I listed parish
church — the two most important historic assets within the 1,000-year-old parish.

No responsible council can ignore such an assessment.

2. Rediscovered documents confirming existing council and airport commitments

Two long-forgotten documents have now resurfaced, each recognising the same landscape — Ifield
Court Farm, Ifield Brook Meadows, and the Upper Mole Valley heritage corridor - as an area of
ecological and archaeological importance:

e Horsham District Council’s 1999 position

HDC formally protected the Ifield Court Farm area as part of the strategic gap, recognising its
heritage, landscape and ecological value and its importance to the setting of the Ancient Parish.

e Gatwick Airport Ltd’s “Appendix 13” (November 2014)

Gatwick’s own published Habitat & Landscape Plan proposed that the Ifield Court Farm complex
could serve as:

“an operational centre to manage the habitat areas"...a visitors’ centre to display archaeological
finds, and a combined heritage and nature-education hub”

Both documents demonstrate a long-standing commitment — by both HDC and Gatwick Airport —
to protecting, enhancing and conserving the very landscape that is now under threat.

3. The rediscovered “Treasure Map”

The 1996 illustrated guide 'Ifield & Beyond - A Taste of the Sussex Countryside' — jointly funded by
WSCC, CBC, HDC and the Countryside Commission [now Natural England] - and supported by
Gatwick Airport Ltd - prominently highlights the Ifield Court Farm Moated area as a central
landmark in the heritage landscape of the ancient Parish - its geographical centre along with St
Margaret's church.

This rediscovery provides a powerful reminder that all three councils - and Gatwick - once formally
celebrated and promoted the historic and ecological importance of this landscape.

A clear and unavoidable conclusion

Historic England’s 2025 assessment, combined with the 1999 and 2014 precedents and the
rediscovered 1996 Map Guide, establishes a consistent 30-year record of recognition by councils,

government agencies and Gatwick Airport that:
1. The Ifield Court Farm Moated Site is a nationally significant Scheduled Monument
2. St Margaret’s Church (Grade ) forms part of the same historic core
3. The surrounding Upper Mole Valley landscape is an ecological and cultural corridor of
exceptional importance
4. The West of Ifield mass-housing masterplan is incompatible with these historic
commitments

Call for an immediate Joint Area Action Plan [JAAP]

In light of the above, I respectfully request that:

1. WSCC, CBC and HDC jointly recognise Historic England’s conclusion of harm and issue a
coordinated statement confirming that the historic centre of the ancient Parish of Ifield must be
safeguarded - particularly the Ifield Court Farm area.

2. WSCC, as administrator of the Northern Runway Project’s Landscape and Ecology Fund, convene
an urgent cross-authority meeting to explore conservation-led alternatives — including the
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proposed Ifield Nature & Heritage Corridor — consistent with statutory heritage protections and the
Local Nature Recovery Strategy [LNRS].

3. The three authorities reaffirm their own past commitments as evidenced in the 1996 Map Guide,
the 1999 HDC decision, and the 2014 Gatwick ecological plan.

This is a moment of critical decision for the future of Ifield’s thousand-year landscape.

The Scheduled Monument, the Grade I church, and the ancient parish that surrounds them deserve
nothing less than full and coordinated protection.

Thank you for your urgent attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely

The Ifield Society

2 Lychgate Cottages
Ifield Street, Ifield Village
Crawley, West Sussex

RH11 ONN
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for Protection

Gatwick’s 2014 ecological plan envisioned
Ifield Court Farm as ‘an operational cen-
tre to manage the habitat areas.’
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PROTECTING THE HISTORIC HEART
OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF IFIELD

IFIELD COURT FARM MOATED SITE

1. HISTORIC ENGLAND:
FORMAL WARNING (24 sepT. 2025)

66 The proposals cause harm
to the significance of the-Me-
dieval moated site at Ifield
Court [Scheduled Monu-
ment] and St Margatet’s
Church [Grade I listed]”
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___ A IFIELD COURT |/~
S | FARM MOATED §
§ = |SIE
2. REDISCOVERED EVIDENCE =7
(a) Horsham District Council "
- 1999 Planning Precedent

(b) Gatwick Airport Lid 4. WEST OF IFIELD PROPOSAL-:

- Appendix 13 (2014) CONFLICTS WITH POLICY
(c) The 1996 “Treasure Map’ - * Historic England’s assessment
Ifield & Beyond « National Planning Policy Framework

3. THE SCHEDULED MONUMEN ° i"ra"fﬁe'gap llzro’fedi“‘; (1999)
AT THE CENTRE OF EVERYTHING  0c? ~arure Secovery Stratcgy

_ » Councils’ own commitments
* Nationally protected

(Scheduled Monument) 6. SUMMARY THE HISTORIC CORE
* The geographical centre of the * Jointly acknow- OF THE ANCIENT
Ancient Parish of Ifield ledge harm PARISH OF IFIELD
» Surviving medieval field systems ~ conclusion MUST BE
and watercourses - Suspend support PROTECTED -
e Surrounding archaeology for the proposal ~ NOT DEVELOPED
+ Harm to setting - harm Convenea 10 pROCEED WOULD
to national heritage cross-authority  pg 70 KNOMINGLY
ficetng CAUSE HARM TO A SEC-

* Develom HUDEEED MONUMENT



PROTECTING THE HISTORIC
HEART OF THE ANCIENT
PARISH OF IFIELD

“THE PROPOSALS CAUSE HARM TO THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MEDIEVAL MOATED
SITE AT IFIELD COURT |[AND ST MARGARETS

CHURCH.”-Historic England, 2025

“THIS LANDSCAPE IS A HERITAGE
AND ECOLOGICAL ASSET.”

1996 “TREASURE MAP’

[FIELD COURT FARM MOATED SITE - SCHEDULED MONUMENT

S
B IFIELD __‘_,,,', \]

. ANCIENT PARISH






