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6.6
LANDSCAPE STRATEGY & 
OPEN SPACE PROVISION

Open Space review

In additional to the Landscape Strategy, an Open Space 
review and design process has been carried out to ensure 
that the proposed development adheres to the Horsham 
District Councils open space policy and guidance. 

The following table and plan demonstrate how the site 
fulfils the various open space requirements.  

Open Space Typology
Recommended 

Accessibility Standards 
(m)

Quantity 
(m2 per person)

Provision required 
assuming population of 

108 
(2.4x45 new homes) 

(m2)

Minimum area (m2) On Site Provision (m2)
Provision Surplus  to 
Requirements (m2)

Definitions/ Notes

Parks & Gardens
1,000m 13.7 1480 500 10968 9488

Definition: Urban parks, country parks and formal gardens, open to the general public. 
Accessible, high quality opportunities for informal recreation and community events. For the 
purposes of this study this also includes greenspace which may currently provide a sports 
pitch. 
Given the sloping, primarily rural, settlement edge site, the 'Parks and Gardens' within the site 
would be focused on a country park character. This space would comprise native planting and 
a viewpoint area capturing views of the Truleigh Hill, along with a  recreational walking route 
(hoggin footpath) that contributes to a wider circular route within the site. 

Amenity Greenspace 480m 5.8 626 500 7987 7361

Definition: Opportunities for informal activities close to home or work or enhancement of the 
appearance of residential or other areas.
Provision comprises informal open space for kickabout football, picnicking and dog walking etc, 
as well as recreational walking routes (hoggin footpaths) that contribute to a wider circular 
route within the site. 
Figures do not include SuDs basins (as per guidance).

Natural & semi-natural greenspace
300m (local) and 1,000m 
(sub-district/ strategic)

24.3 2624 500 12028 9404

Definition: Supports wildlife conservation, biodiversity and environmental education and 
awareness.  
Provision comprises native woodland, tree and shrub planting along with grasslands and 
drainage basin which would reinforce the green infrastructure of the district. Footpaths within 
this area comprise mown paths and a timber boardwalk across the drainage basin which 
contribute to a wider circular route.

Children
400m 0.5 54 100

2 x LAPS
2 x 0.01 = 200

0.02

Definition: Areas designed primarily for play and social interaction such as LAPS, LLAPs, LEAPs 
and NEAPs.
Two LAPs have been incorporated within the scheme to ensure all children can easily access 
play facilities (within 100m of all dwellings and off the circular walking route).
Both areas adhere to the minimum 0.01ha and 5m landscape buffer zone.
Given the open spaces rural character, play areas to comprise natural features such as stepping 
logs, rocks and grass mounds.

Young people 1,000m 0.2 22 100 *

Definition: Areas designed primarily for play and social interaction involving open space ball 
courts, skate parks, bike tracks and sheltered seating. 
Given the large scale and generally suburban character of these features, they were not 
deemed appropriate for this sloping, primarily rural, settlement edge site. 
* Provision required also does not exceed minimum area, however groups of benches have 
been provided to offer opportunities for young people to gather and socialise.

Allotments 1,000m 1.8 194 400 3060 2866

Definition: Opportunities to grow own produce. Added benefits include the long term 
promotion of sustainable living, health and social inclusion. 
Given the location of well-established trees around the southern, eastern and western 
boundaries of the site which would cause shading, allotments would have to be positioned 
more centrally within the open space or in the vicinity of existing residential dwellings. 
Combined with the sloping landform of the site, standard allotments were not deemed 
appropriate. Provision required also does not exceed minimum area. 
However, given the site's rural edge character and focus on outdoor facilities, micro-allotments 
and a community orchard have been incorporated to further encourage outdoor use. 
The orchard has been proposed to the north of the vehicular entrance which would provide an 
attractive entrance feature and comprise local fruit varieties. It would also encourage a sense 
of community, enhance the site's ecological value and the species-rich grassland below and 
nearby, existing vegetation would aid pollination. 
The micro-allotments have been located close to the development edge to ensure natural 
surveillance, and in a central location to limit shading. The scale of these plots allows flexibility 
in whether they are shared amongst the community or informally allocated to individual 
dwellings.

LAND WEST OF SHOREHAM ROAD, SMALL DOLE - OPEN SPACE PROVISION
Adhering to Policy SD5: Open Space, Sport and Recreation within the Horsham District Planning Framework (Nov 2015) and the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Review (June 2021).
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6.7
BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN 
ASSESSMENT

The Ecology Partnership has produced a Biodiversity Net 
Gain Assessment for the proposed development which is 
submitted as part of the application.

On-Site Habitat Creation

The proposed development includes a residential 
development in the southern section of site, with areas of 
other neutral grassland, scrub, orchard, and swale. 

The proposal retains and enhances much of the grassland 
and boundary habitats on site. Wet ditches will be included 
in swales to provide an increase in watercourse habitats. 
The proposed habitat areas are shown on the plan (right).

BNG Results

The calculations confirm that the current proposals result 
in a +18.36% net gain in habitat units and a +10.62% net 
gain in watercourse units, and all trading rules have been 
satisfied.

A detailed Habitat Management & Maintenance Plan will be 
developed at the detailed design stage to detail the long-
term management of the proposed habitats to achieve 
the targeted habitat conditions, over a 30 year timespan.

Conclusion

The baseline value of the site is 24.61 area units, and 2.92 
watercourse units.

Post-development, the proposed value of the site is 
currently predicted to be 29.13 area units, and 3.23 
watercourse units, equating to a change of +18.36%, and 
+10.62% respectively.

To achieve this net-gain the development will seek to 
enhance all retained areas of grassland and woodland, as 
well as create new habitats including ditches, scrub, and 
orchard.

Proposed habitats plan (Ecology Partnership)




