
Planting Specification for new
 boundary hedgerow

s

Plants to be betw
een 80-90cm

 w
hen planted

M
ain M

atrix (Transplants/Q
uicks)

70%
 of planting stock

H
aw

thorn
C

rataegus m
onogyna

B
lackthorn

Prunus spinosa

Interplant (W
hips/Transplants)

30%
 of planting stock

H
azel

C
orylus avellana

H
olly 

Ilex aquifolium
D

og R
ose 

R
osa canina

Field M
aple

A
cer cam

pestre
D

ogw
ood

C
ornus sanguinea

Spindle
Euonym

ous europaeus
W

ild Privet
Ligustrum

 vulgare
C

om
m

on B
each

Fagus sylvatica
C

om
m

on H
ornbeam

C
arpinus betulus

G
uelder rose

V
iburnum

 opulus

H
edging should be planted in tw

o staggered row
s at a density of not less

than 5 per m
etre, w

ith approxim
ately 450m

m
 betw

een plants in the sam
e

row
, and 300-400m

m
 betw

een row
s.

The interplant w
hips/transplants should be planted w

ithin this pattern in
groups of 2/3.

Planting w
ill be protected from

 grazing anim
als w

here applicable w
ith a

1.5m
 high galvanised equine stock fence (or sim

ilar) erected 1m
 aw

ay from
new

 plants.

A
ll hedgerow

 planting should be carried out in accordance w
ith

B
S4428:1989, C

ode of practice for general landscape operations.

H
edgerow

 shrubs should either be notch planted or trench planted.

H
edge trenches should be dug to a m

inim
um

 depth of 400m
m

 and w
idth of

600m
m

, w
ith the plants put into the ground at the sam

e depth at w
hich they

had been previously grow
n in the nursery. A

ll plants need to be w
ell heeled

in after planting and w
atered in during dry w

eather.

H
edges to be planted betw

een N
ovem

ber and M
arch w

hile plants are still
dorm

ant. A
void planting in very cold or w

et w
eather.

20 year M
anagem

ent Plan:

Plant new
 hedgerow

s during w
inter³

C
onnect them

 to other natural features to support w
ildlife spread³

Prune new
 hedgerow

s for the first 3-5 years to encourage dense, bushy
grow

th³

O
ngoing M

anagem
ent:

M
anage hedgerow

s on a cycle to m
aintain their health and value for

w
ildlife²

G
radually cut hedges higher and w

ider to prevent them
 from

 becom
ing

'leggy' or 'gappy'²
R

ejuvenate hedges through laying or coppicing every 40+ years²

Protection M
easures:

Establish or m
aintain green cover buffer strips adjacent to hedgerow

s⁷
Protect hedge nesting birds by avoiding cutting or trim

m
ing during their

nesting period⁷
H

edgerow
s w

ill be protected from
 dam

age by ensuring these m
easures are

in place⁷

Long-Term
 M

aintenance:
A

im
 for a balance of old and young hedgerow

 trees to support diverse
w

ildlife²
Trim

 at the best tim
e for nature, ideally late w

inter, to allow
 w

ildlife to feed
on berries and fruits²

Environm
ental B

enefits:
H

edgerow
s enhance biodiversity and provide habitat for a w

ide range of
species¹
They offer erosion control, w

ater regulation, and carbon storage to com
bat

clim
ate change¹

A
 new

 hedgerow
 can store 600 to 800 kilogram

s of carbon dioxide per year
for up to 20 years⁹

B
y follow

ing these guidelines, hedgerow
s can be effectively m

anaged and
protected to ensure their ecological and environm

ental benefits are
sustained over the long term

. C
onsult w

ith local w
ildlife trusts or experts

for tailored advice and to com
ply w

ith any specific regulations in your area.

Sources:
(1) H

edgerow
 m

anagem
ent - Farm

ing for N
ature.

https://w
w

w
.farm

ingfornature.ie/your-farm
/resources/best-practice-guides/hedgerow

-m
anagem

ent/.
(2) Top tips for m

anaging hedgerow
s - People's Trust for Endangered Species.

https://ptes.org/hedgerow
/m

anaging-hedgerow
s-top-tips/.

(3) The M
anagem

ent of H
edgerow

s (England) Regulations 2024 - Legislation.gov.uk.
https://w

w
w

.legislation.gov.uk/ukdsi/2024/9780348260472/pdfs/ukdsiem
_9780348260472_en_001.pdf.

(4) H
ow

 to m
anage a hedgerow

 for w
ildlife | The W

ildlife Trusts.
https://w

w
w

.w
ildlifetrusts.org/w

ildlife/m
anaging-land-w

ildlife/how
-m

anage-hedgerow
-w

ildlife.
(5) H

edges of Biodiversity - N
ational G

eographic Society.
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/hedging-biodiversity/.
(6) H

ow
 to establish, m

anage and rejuvenate hedgerow
s.

https://w
w

w
.fw

i.co.uk/arable/how
-to-establish-m

anage-and-rejuvenate-hedgerow
s.

(7) H
edgerow

 planting: answ
ers to 18 com

m
on questions - The Tree C

ouncil.
https://treecouncil.org.uk/w

p-content/uploads/2020/05/H
edgerow

-planting.pdf.
(8) A G

uide to H
edgerow

s: Plantings That Enhance Biodiversity ....
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/pub/em

8721.
(9) H

edgerow
 Regulations U

K
 | Rem

oving or W
orking on H

edges - U
K

 Rules.
https://w

w
w

.theukrules.co.uk/rules/legal/environm
ent/countryside/hedgerow

-regulations/.
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This draw
ing is the copyright of

Prom
ethean Planning Ltd but m

ay be
used for planning purposes by the
Local A

uthority w
ithout breach of

copyright.

D
o not scale from

 this draw
ing unless

for Local A
uthority planning purposes.

A
ll dim

ensions m
ust be checked on

site prior to com
m

encem
ent of w

orks.

C
onstruction (D

esign and
M

anagem
ent) R

egulations 2015

This draw
ing is intended for Planning

purposes only and as such does not
highlight residual design related health
and safety risks.

This inform
ation can be provided on

request; how
ever, it is anticipated that

the full extent of residual risks w
ill be

identified during the detailed B
uilding

R
egulations or construction design

Status and prior to construction w
orks

com
m

encing on site.

A
ll responsibilities and duties of

Principle D
esigner as stated w

ithin the
above regulations now

 revert to the
client unless Prom

ethean Planning are
appointed to undertake B

uilding
R

egulations or construction draw
ings.
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