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1. Introduction 

 
1.1. This statement is submitted in support of the application for Planning and Listed 

Building Consent for a partial Change of Use application at The Post Office 
Stores, Church Street, West Chiltington, RH20 2JW.  The application comprises 
the following documentation: 
 

1.1.1. Drawing 0457 / 100, 101 & 102 
1.1.2. Design, Access & Heritage Statement 
1.1.3. CIL Form 
1.1.4. Marketing Statement 
1.1.5. Viability Statement 

 
 

2. Summary of Accounts 
 
2.1. The property known as The Post Office Stores is a mixed use building consisting 

of a small retail store and post office with associated storage, attached to a four 
bedroom dwelling.    
 

2.2. In recent years, particularly since the covid pandemic, the financial viability of the 
store/post office has reduced significantly.  The current owners wish to retire and 
have attempted to market the whole building as a going concern since January 
2023, without success. 
 

2.3. The proposal is for a Change of Use to convert the Store and Post Office into 
residential accommodation for the benefit of the current dwelling to make the 
building more marketable. 
 

2.4. The following appendices contain an extract of the official accounts registered to 
Companies House from years 21/22 to 24/25.  
 

2.5.   The accounts demonstrate the turnover has reduced from £219,240 in 2021, to 
£145,002 in 2025.   The profit after tax was £5,220 in 2021.  This became a loss 
of £9,156 in 2024 and a loss of £4,892 in 2025.  This clearly demonstrates the 
viability of the business has diminished considerable in recent years despite no 
fundamental changes in the operation. 
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