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corridors for protected species within the field. Species recorded in the area include the 
Barbastelle bat,  slow worms, and newts. This site represents the only remaining 
area of wild land slightly elevated above the surrounding floodplain, leaving these species with 
no viable alternative habitat. 
 
Trees and Landscaping 
Although no trees on the proposed site are currently subject to Tree Preservation Orders, a 
300-year-old beech tree with a TPO is located nearby. Beech tree root systems can extend up 
to 100 feet from the trunk, raising concerns about potential damage from ground disturbance 
associated with the development. 
 
Access and Parking 
Church Farm Walk is a narrow, single-track lane that already experiences traffic pressures. 
The additional traffic generated by the development, including construction vehicles and 
HGVs, would significantly increase safety risks for residents and road users. 
 
Listed Buildings and Heritage Impact 
The Norman church adjacent to the site is recorded in the Domesday Book, and Sele Priory 
next door is a Grade II listed building. The scale and proximity of the proposed development 
would adversely affect the setting and integrity of these historic assets. 
 
Planning Context 
Upper Beeding's existing plans designate this area as unsuitable for development due to its 
environmental and historical importance, with alternative sites identified as more appropriate. 
It is therefore unclear why this designation is now being disregarded. 
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