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2. Conflict with the Henfield Neighbourhood Plan 
- The Henfield Neighbourhood Plan (HNP 2017-2031) was adopted following extensive 
consultation and referendum, giving it democratic legitimacy. 
- Policy 1 (Spatial Plan) restricts development outside the Built-Up Area Boundary (BUAB). 
This site lies outside the BUAB and has not been allocated for development. 
- To disregard the HNP in favour of speculative development undermines the democratic 
process and the principle of localism enshrined in the Localism Act 2011. 
- The NPPF (Paragraphs 11-13) makes clear that neighbourhood plans form part of the 
statutory development plan and must be given full weight in decision-making. Ignoring the 
HNP would be contrary to national policy and to democratic accountability. 
 
3. Failure of the Applicant's Case 
- The applicant's planning statement , relying 

on tokenistic measures such as bird boxes and hedge planting. These do not mitigate 
the legal and ecological harm of disturbing a protected species. 
- The omission of a proper ecological survey is a fundamental flaw. Without this, the 
application cannot be lawfully determined. 

 
. 

 
4. Conclusion 
This application is unlawful and unsustainable because: 

 
- It conflicts with NPPF Paragraph 180, HDPF Policy 31, and Henfield Neighbourhood Plan 
Policy 10. 
- It undermines the democratic legitimacy of the Henfield Neighbourhood Plan, contrary to the 
Localism Act 2011 and the NPPF's plan-led system. 
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Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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