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Sent: 29 January 2026 11:15
To: Planning
Subject: Planning Application DC/26/0010 (FP1998)

Categories: Consultations

F.A.O Shazia Penne 
 
I am emailing about the above referenced planning application. Having reviewed the proposal WSCC’s PRoW 
team do have some concerns around the access to the site that also carries public footpath 1998. As far as I 
understand there are going to be a reasonable increase in vehicular movements along this currently quiet 
footpath link. This will increase the conflict between lawful public path users and those accessing the site by 
vehicle. This does not appear to have been addressed in the application by way or something as simple as 
signage or potentially exploring options for passing places. 
 
The second concern relates to the ownership of the track and the rights of access for the applicant and 
potential dwellings being proposed. It is a criminal oƯence to drive a motorised vehicle along a public footpath 
and as far as I understand this the applicant does not own the track and there is no evidence to suggest they 
have a lawful private right of vehicular access, let alone the future occupants of the proposed dwellings. 
WSCC’s PRoW team do not keep records of private rights and it would be for the District and the applicant to 
satisfy themselves that these rights exist otherwise approval of this application could be encouraging a 
criminal act. 
 
It is also important to note that any damage done to the surface of the footpath due to exercising of a private 
right (in this case vehicular) will be the responsibility of those causing the damage to repair and make good. 
Without clarity on private rights of access and the applicant not owning the track there need to be a robust 
plan for future maintenance of this as part of any proposals. 
 
Finally I see there is reference to the track carrying the footpath to be improved to accommodate vehicular 
use. Before any works take place the applicant will need to seek WSCC’s PRoW Team approval for any works 
as this is a highway. Specifications must be approved prior to works being undertaken otherwise this would be 
an oƯence under the Highways Act 1980. Also it would be worth the applicant being aware that if works are 
being undertaken to the track at any stage and safe and continuous lawful public access was not available 
then they would need to apply for a temporary path closure. There is a cost involved and below is a link to the 
relevant WSCC webpages. 
 
Temporary path closures - West Sussex County Council 
 
Considering the comments above I would say at this time we object and will need additional information about 
how the conflict between private and public users would be managed and also that the applicant has some 
form of private right along with future occupants of the dwellings so we are satisfied that any access is lawful. 
Clarity of maintenance in the future would also be welcomed before we can consider if any objection can be 
withdrawn.  
 
Regards, 
 
Nick Scott 
Principal Rights of Way OƯicer 
Highways & Transport 
West Sussex County Council 

  



2

    
Location: First Floor Northleigh, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 1RH 

      
 

 
Please note I have every other Friday off. If your enquiry is urgent outside of this time please 
complete an online report via our  Report a problem with a Public Right of Way and mark the matter 
"Urgent"in the title. 
 
To ensure any PROW enquiries are dealt with efficiently please always report them via our on- line 
form referenced above. 
 
Landowners please be aware that you are responsible for trees on your land and have a legal duty of 
care and must maintain your trees in a reasonably safe condition.  View ash dieback here; 
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/ash-
dieback/ 
 
Mapping reproduced from or based upon 2013 Ordnance Survey material, WSCC licence 
100023447.  Rights of Way information is not definitive. 
 
www.westsussex.gov.uk  

 
 

LEGAL DISCLAIMER  
This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it 
has come to you in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to 
anyone else nor make any other use of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to 
ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you should carry out your own checks before 
opening any attachment.  




