


2

quite a distance if you are infirm, a child or without transport.  
 
2) Further hard / impermeable surfaces associated with a new development will cause untold 
issues with flooding. The developers' representative at the Parish Council meeting seemed to 
suggest that the sustainable drainage system that is included in the plans will circumvent all 
flooding issues that may occur from this site being built on - my experience is that much of the 
water running off the hard surfaces of the planned scheme won't head in the direction of the 
sink pond (east) but will head off towards Hayes Lane (west) which will just compound the 
flooding issues that occur on that part of Hayes Lane threatening homes, cars and people. 
 
3) I walk my dog through this site regularly and I can confirm that Nightingale birds reside here 
during the period of the year that they migrate to the UK because I have seen and heard them 
both in the day and night. Nightingales are an endangered species and are a red-listed animal 
which offers them the greatest legal protection in the UK. Developing this site will have a 
detrimental and material impact on this bird species.  
 
4) Hayes Lane is a rural country lane which has already been subject to increased traffic 
movements in recent years due to the development of Six Acres, Brick Lane and Welwyn Way 
and Hayes Lane can take no more traffic - with cars parked on both sides of the lane and often 
on the pavement, it becomes very dangerous to walk and drive along it and further 
development would compound the issues which are already extreme. 
 
5) This is a green field site - once built on, it will never revert to nature. As a nation we need to 
ensure that we do not impact our natural capital to meet housing demands implemented by 
government. Horsham district council should be prioritising the better connected/located and 
more appropriate brownfield sites in the district.  
 
In summary, as much as the Neighbourhood Plan included this site and had originally 
suggested 15 homes should be built on it in a ribbon-style development - my view, based on 
the facts I confirm above, is that this site should not be subject to any form of residential 
development. 
 
Kind regards 
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Email: planning@horsham.gov.uk
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